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Meeting Places, Directions, Newsletter Schedule, Website

BABM meets from 10:30 a.m. to around 3 p.m. on the First Saturday of each month except July and August.  The 
meeting consists of a business portion, potluck lunch, and program.  Guests and visitors are always welcome.
Meeting Places: Chatham Preschool, 4359 39th Avenue, Oakland (510) 531-1534.
Directions: From I-580: Take Hwy 13 north; exit at Redwood Road; at stop sign, turn left on Carson, then right on Aliso; 
drive five short blocks and turn left on 39th Avenue.
From Hwy 24: Take Hwy 13 south; exit Redwood Road; from middle lane, go straight thru light one block; turn right on 
39th Avenue.
Caning Shop, 926 Gilman Street, Berkeley (510) 527-5010.  Directions: From I-80: Take Gilman Street exit; turn right 
on 8th Street.  The entrance is on 8th Street.
Twinings Newsletter is published five times a year January, March, May, September, November. Deadline for content 
submission to the Editor is three weeks before issue due date.  juttafrankie@att.net.
Websites: BABM – http://bayareabasketmakers.wordpress.com.   CNCH – www.cnch.org.

BABM Membership Form

Please fill out this form and mail with a check for $25 (add $10 for a Kelp Collecting Permit - optional), 
payable to BABM, to Chris Johnson, 205 Milo Place, San Ramon, CA 94583.  Membership year runs January 
1 to December 31.  Meetings are usually on the first Saturday of the month, with no regular meetings in July and 
August.  BABM website www.bayareabasketmakers.wordpress.com.

New Member _______    Renewing Member _______      E-Newsletter ________      Paper copy __________

Name   __________________________________________________________________________________
Address   ________________________________________________________________________________
City, State, Zip Code  _______________________________________________________________________
Telephone ______________________________            E-mail ______________________________________
Birthday (month & day only) _________________________        Current Date _________________________

BABM Website

We have an interactive website where you can 
post comments or send us emails.

You can also subscribe to receive notification of 
new posts.  Go to the website and click on “Email 

Subscriptions” and enter your email address.  
There is no cost or obligation, and you can 

unsubscribe any time.
Do visit!

http://bayareabasketmakers.wordpress.com

Our website has been viewed by 120,377 
visitors from around the world!

mailto:juttafrankie@att.net
mailto:juttafrankie@att.net
http://bayareabasketmakers.wordpress.com
http://bayareabasketmakers.wordpress.com
http://www.cnch.org
http://www.cnch.org
http://bayareabasketmakers.wordpress.com
http://bayareabasketmakers.wordpress.com
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Presidentʼs Post
At our February meeting it was suggested that I write a presidentʼs post that stated what 
my goals are as president and what I hope for our guild to accomplish. This was an easy 
question because when Nancy first asked me if I would be willing to take on the tasks of 
president I already knew my hope. I want to find more opportunities for us to get our work 
out into the world, with some big shows like the one we did at the Museum of Quilts & 
Textiles in San Jose, but also at some smaller venues. I just want people to see the fine 
work we are doing. Yes, I would like to find places for us to sell our pieces but I will also 
be happy to sometimes simply display our work. It was like I had asked the genie for a 
wish because we are already starting. From Janetʼs work with the Clayton Library to 
Rebekaʼs suggestions about Gravel & Gold in San Francisco, we are starting. I hope all of 
you will be inspired to find places we can display our work.  –Bob Darchi

2018 Membership Dues were due in January.

If you would like to continue receiving the newsletters and participate in workshops, please renew your 
membership by sending a check payable to BABM for $25 (add $10 if you need a Kelp Collecting 

Permit) to our treasurer Chris Johnson, 205 Milo Place, San Ramon, CA 94583.
Membership runs from January 1 to December 31.  Form is on page 2 of this newsletter.

Reminders – Announcements – News

Upcoming Guild Meetings
March 3 at Chatham in Oakland.  Eugenia will lead 
the workshop on making coasters for the HGA 
Conference goody bag.  The coasters can be coiled, 
plaited, wined, etc., using various materials.

April 7 at Chatham in Oakland.  Same program 
with Eugenia as in March.

Change of Date for May Meeting.
The May 5 Meeting at Chatham in Oakland was 
changed to May 12 because of the 2-day workshop 
with JoAnn Kelly Catsos happening the weekend of 
May 5 & 6. Meeting program is Celtic Knot Base 
with Janet Johnson.

BABM CLAYTON LIBRARY EXHIBIT. Janet 
Johnson will pick up Baskets for the Clayton Library 
Exhibit.  Please bring your baskets to the March 3 
meeting or make other arrangements to deliver 
them to Janet.

Fabulous News
We have a teaching commitment from Lois Russell 
for either January, February or March 2019.

Members in Print: a juried exhibition.  Entries 
due March 10.
The National Basketry Organization NBO) http://
nationalbasketry.org/  is introducing the inaugural in-
print, biennial exhibition.  Works selected will be 
published in the Summer 2018 edition of the 
Quarterly Review magazine. This yearʼs theme is 
Vessels, loosely defined as a hollow container, with 
an interior and an exterior, open to a utilitarian or 
conceptual interpretation.  Entry procedure: bit.ly/
NBOMembersInPrint

Conferences
The class brochure and Registration for the 
Visalia Conference, April 27–29, is online: Double 
click to download and print BGCoOC conference 
and class brochure.  Note from Toni Best, there is 
still time to register.

CNCH 2018 is cancelled due to HGAʼs 
conference in Reno, Nevada.

CNCH 2019 will be held at Sonoma State 
University from June 20 to 23.  This conference is 
oriented toward education and offers two-and-a-half 

http://nationalbasketry.org/
http://nationalbasketry.org/
http://nationalbasketry.org/
http://nationalbasketry.org/
http://bit.ly/NBOMembersInPrint
http://bit.ly/NBOMembersInPrint
http://bit.ly/NBOMembersInPrint
http://bit.ly/NBOMembersInPrint
http://californiagourdsociety.com/uploads/BGCoOC_FINAL_Brochure_2018-092617.pdf
http://californiagourdsociety.com/uploads/BGCoOC_FINAL_Brochure_2018-092617.pdf
http://californiagourdsociety.com/uploads/BGCoOC_FINAL_Brochure_2018-092617.pdf
http://californiagourdsociety.com/uploads/BGCoOC_FINAL_Brochure_2018-092617.pdf
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day workshops for deeper exploration of topics. 
Eugenia is working with Joan Near, Conference 
Program Chair, to secure our choices of basketry 
teachers.

NBO (National Basketry Organization) is looking for 
good writers on the subject of basketry.  If you 
are the one, please get in touch with Andrea DuFlon 
at <laughingwater70@gmail.com>.

CNCHnet Newsletter Contributor: Anyone may 
contribute articles to the CNCH online newsletter.  
Judy is always looking for articles and would like to 
hear from you.  Contact Judy Fisher, CNCH Editor, at 
jyfisher66@gmail.com

To access the CNCHnet Newsletters, go to 
www.cnch.org

BABM Library
Contact Jutta juttafrankie@att.net for the list of books 
if you want to check some out.

State Kelp Collecting Permit.  BABM will 
continue to provide the permit for members who pay 
$10 along with their dues of $25.  Michele Hament 
is our Kelp Club Queen.  Kelp Collectors please 
report monthly the amount in weight of your 
collections to Michele at mhament@comcast.net.

Members Websites.  Several of our members 
have their own websites.  See the links on the last 
page of this newsletter.

CNCH 2019 Conference at Sonoma State University,
June 20–23.

Basketmaking Instructors.

Jerry Maxey and Joni-Dee Ross have agreed to be the basketmaking instructors for 
2019.  Their work is amazing.  Joni is tailoring her class for beginners and advanced 
students.  According to conference coordinator Joan Near, the early bird cost of the entire 
conference, including workshop, room & board, will be way under $700.  Material fees for 
workshops are, of course, extra and paid to teachers.

Below are examples of Studentʼs Choice that they teach at their studio in North Carolina: 
“Nantucket Baskets – An American Tradition, with Joni-Dee and David Ross.
CNCH workshop choices may be different.

To see more of their work go to
 www.handmadencbaskets.com

Half Day Classes

Two Day Classes One Day Classes Three Day Classes

mailto:laughingwater70@gmail.com
mailto:laughingwater70@gmail.com
mailto:jyfisher66@gmail.com
mailto:jyfisher66@gmail.com
http://www.cnch.org
http://www.cnch.org
mailto:juttafrankie@att.net
mailto:juttafrankie@att.net
mailto:mhament@comcast.net
mailto:mhament@comcast.net
http://www.handmadencbaskets.com
http://www.handmadencbaskets.com
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In the Spotlight
WELCOME Returning Members

Sally Cahill of Oakland and Sue Yamins of Medford, Oregon.

Lina Prairieʼs (photo) commissioned kelp panels “Dos Nereos” 
installed in two interior wall windows.  Black bull kelp on black steel 
frames 48 by 28.  http://www.pointreyesart.com/artist/Lina%20Jane
%20Prairie

Janet Johnson has a beautiful new website https://
janetweaves.wordpress.com/.

BABM 2018 Meeting & Program Schedule

Date " " Program" " " " Instructor" " " Place
January 6" Horsehair Sculptural Weaving " " Mandy Salm" " " Chatham in Oakand
February 3" Cane Bracelet Stitches "" " Jutta Frankie" " " Chatham in Oakland
March 3" CNCH Coasters"" " " Eugenia Gwathney" " Chatham in Oakland
April 7" " CNCH Coasters"" " " Eugenia Gwathney" " Chatham in Oakland
May 12!! Celtic Knot base! ! ! Janet Johnson!! ! Chatham in Oakland
June 2" " TBD" " " " " " " " " TBD
July TBD" Weave-In Day" " " " Potluck & Own Project" " TBD
August 9 to 14" BABM Retreat – Nancy Briemle Host" " " " " Heidelmann Lodge/Donner
September 8" Kumihimo Bracelet" " " Janet Johnson" " " Chatham in Oakland
October 6" TBD" " " " " " " " "
November 3" TBD" " " " " " " " "
December 8?" Holiday Potluck & Gift Exchange"" " " " " Chris Johnson, San Ramon
________________
Chatham Preschool, 4359 39th Ave., Oakland. Heidelmann Lodge, Donner Pass Rd., Norden. Caning Shop, 926 Gilman St., Berkeley

Mandy Salm demonstrated her technique of 
coiling with horsehair to make her fantastic 
sculptures, using one hair at a time.  She dyes 
the horsehair and sometimes uses lichen to 
achieve a purple color.

Rebeka brought her baby girl who now has a 
name – Vigg (the Swedish meanings of a “tufted 
duck” and a “thunderbolt”).  Rebeka has the right 
idea, itʼs never too early to start basketry.

http://www.pointreyesart.com/artist/Lina%20Jane%20Prairie
http://www.pointreyesart.com/artist/Lina%20Jane%20Prairie
http://www.pointreyesart.com/artist/Lina%20Jane%20Prairie
http://www.pointreyesart.com/artist/Lina%20Jane%20Prairie
https://janetweaves.wordpress.com
https://janetweaves.wordpress.com
https://janetweaves.wordpress.com
https://janetweaves.wordpress.com
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Minutes from January 6, 2018,
At Chatham in Oakland.

The meeting was called to order at 11:00 a.m. by Bob 
Darchi, President.  Sixteen members were in attendance.

Treasurerʼs Reports by Chris Johnson
November General Account Balance! ! 2,888.59
Expenses
   Teacher Fee/November" 75.00
   Bank Fee " " "   5.00
   Check Printing Fee" " 27.45" " (107.45)
Income
   Dues" " " " 75.00
   Workshop Fee" "   5.00" "      80.00
Total General Account Balance ! ! 2,861.14
MK Teaching Fund" " " " 2,310.93
Total Cash Assets! ! ! ! 5,172.07

December General Account Balance! ! 2,861.14
Expenses
   Postage " " "   47.04
   Greeting Cards & Postage " 109.42
   Workshop Rental Fee"" 300.00 Handcraft Studio
   Bank Fee " " "     5.00
   Kelp License 2018" " 155.32
   Newsletter printing " "   42.17
   Gift for Volunteer" "   13.24" " (672.19)
Income
   Dues" " " "  595.00""    595.00
Total General Account Balance ! ! 2,783.95
MK Teaching Fund" " " " 2,310.93
Total Cash Assets! ! ! ! 5,094.88

Newsletter
Jutta announced that the deadline for submissions for the 
March 2018 Twinings newsletter is February 15.  Please 
send submissions to Jutta.  Jutta also announced that she 
is taking volunteers for the member profile for the 
upcoming newsletters.  Please contact her if you are 
interested in submitting your profile.  juttafrankie@att.net

Old Business
Workshops
The Peeta Tinay workshop is full.  The workshop will be 
held February 17, 18 & 19 at the Handcraft Studio School 
in El Cerrito.

Bob Darchi asked for a show of hands from the group for 
interest in two classes to be taught by JoAnn Kelly Castos 
on May 5 and 6.  There was enough interest from the 
group, therefore it was decided that JoAnn would be 
invited to teach.  Workshop options and logistics were 
discussed.  Bob will ask Jill Stanton to contact JoAnn to 
confirm and discuss the type of workshops.

New Business
HGA (Handweavers Guild of America) Donations
The members will be making coasters and necklace 
pouches to donate for the July HGA Conference goody 
bags.  Workshops for making coasters and necklace 
pouches will be held at the March and April meetings.

Abrams/Claghorn Gallery
The Abrams/Claghorn Gallery on Solano Avenue in 
Berkeley would like members to submit pieces for 
consignment in the gallery.  Contact the gallery if you are 
interested.  510-526-9558.  www.abramsclaghorn.com/

Caning Shop
The Caning Shop is looking for teachers for basket making 
workshops.  Contact Jim at the shop if you are interested 
in teaching a workshop.  800-544-3373.  www.caning.com

Clayton Library Display Cabinet
The Clayton Library has a display cabinet available for a 
month at a time at no cost to the group.  Members can 
bring basket items they would like displayed to the April 
meeting.  Items in the display may be offered for sale.  
Janet Johnson will coordinate and set up the display.

2019 CNCH Conference Basketry Instructors
Eugenia Gwathney asked the group for suggestions for 
instructors in both traditional and contemporary basketry to 
submit to CNCH for the 2019 conference.  Eugenia 
collected the suggestions and will submit the list to CNCH.

Thank You
Eugenia Gwathny presented a Thank You gift from the 
membership to outgoing President, Nancy Briemle, to 
thank her for her many years of service.

Announcements
The NBO is seeking entries for an upcoming online exhibit 
on vessels.
Bob donated Masters of Bamboo, a book on bamboo 
baskets, to the library.
Jutta presented the various options for the bracelet 
workshop she will be leading at the February meeting.
Michele Hament mentioned that the Phoebe Hearst 
Museum at UC Berkeley will be hosting a talk on Zapotec 
Weaving on January 19.

Meeting was adjourned at 12 noon. After lunch, Mandy 
Salm presented techniques on coiling with horse hair.

Submitted by Terry Epstein, sitting in for Jill Stanton and 
Caroline Selfridge, Secretaries

mailto:juttafrankie@att.net
mailto:juttafrankie@att.net
http://www.abramsclaghorn.com
http://www.abramsclaghorn.com
http://www.caning.com
http://www.caning.com
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Minutes from February 3, 2018,
At Chatham in Oakland

Meeting was called to order by president Bob Darchi at 11 
a.m. with 11 member present; an additional 5 members 
joined during the meeting.

January General Account Balance ! ! 2,783.95
Expenses
   Teacher Fee " " 75.00
   President Gift "" 44.82
   Bank Fee " "  5.00" " " (124.82)
Income
   Membership Dues" " " "  460.00
Total General Account Balance !            3,119.13
MK Teaching Fund" " "            2,310.93
Total Cash Assets ! ! !            5,430.06

Birthday Cards: Elaine H. and Jan M. raised concern that 
birthday cards to members were going out with no 
personal message, signed “BABM”; we then discussed 
whether we should even continue sending them out at all. 
A motion was made to discontinue sending them; the 
majority voted to discontinue the practice. However, it was 
agreed that the Sunshine Chair should send out cards with 
signed messages for serious illness, death of a close 
relative, hardships befalling members,etc.

Change of May Meeting Date: Due to the scheduling of a 
JoAnn Kelly Catsos class for May 5, the day scheduled for 
our May BABM meeting, we voted to hold our May 
meeting on May 12 instead.

JoAnn Kelly Catsos classes on May 5 and May 6: Jill S. 
reported that arrangements have been completed, and 
registration forms will be sent out to the membership 
shortly with all the details. Saturday is the 6-hour 
intermediate Diamond Bowl class with the choice of two 
designs. Sunday is the 9-hour advanced Quadrafoil 
Medallion class.
If members want to order kits from her online catalog, 
JoAnn has agreed to send them to us, so we wouldnʼt be 
charged individual postage. Kit orders have to be made 
with Jill by April 1. See, www.JoAnnKellyCatsos.com.

Pop-up Sale & Exhibit at Gravel & Gold in San 
Francisco. Rebeka H. is in touch with the owners of this 
store who offered to provide their space for an evening 
sale in March or April with a 40% commission for sales. 
This is a possible workshop space. Bob D. will investigate. 
Members might also give workshops there.

Hello Stitch on University Avenue in Berkeley invites 
teachers to give basketry classes there. Orna P. reports 
that she will be giving a class there and the owner, Sherrie, 
is interested in having more basketry classes.

Clayton Library Exhibit. Janet J. asks that participating 
members bring their baskets/sculptures, etc., to the March 
meeting with the following information written out: name, 
materials, technique, price if selling, contact info. These 
can be any piece of artwork that would fit in a normal, 
shelved display vitrine.

East Bay Heritage Quilt Show “Voices in Cloth”, March 
17 &18, at Craneway Pavilion in Richmond. Orna P. 
spoke about the exhibit which also includes a special 
exhibit of Korean textiles, and sold tickets which are $10 
this month, but will be $15 the day of the show.

Project for March and April meeting dates: making 
coasters. Eugenia G. Is directing this project which will 
provide a BABM gift for placement in goody bags to be 
provided to participants in the Handweavers Guild of 
America (HGA) event, Convergence 2018, held in Reno, 
Nevada, in July, and is being supported by CNCH.

Show & Tell.  Terry shared two baskets of various barks 
and other materials she made in Judy Zugishʼs and Cass 
Schorschʼs classes.  Bob presented a knotted and beaded 
piece inspired by shadows of pussy willows reflected on 
the wall.

Business Meeting adjourned at 11:50 a.m., followed by 
lunch.  Mini-workshop, Braid Bangles, with Jutta started at 
12:45 p.m.

Jill Stanton, Secretary

“There are no mistakes in basket weaving, only lots of creative opportunities.”  –Misti Washington

http://www.JoAnnKellyCatsos.com/
http://www.JoAnnKellyCatsos.com/
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A Basketmaker and Her Cats
By Betsy Gribble

There is a truth that cat-lovers all 
recognize about their little friends: 
if there is a box available, 
whatever size, a cat will sit inside. 
The truism of “if I fits, I sits” also 
applies to all box-like objects, 
baskets especially.  Itʼs not just 
the vessel that cats seem to love 
– they want to “help” at each step 
of a basketʼs creation.

Reed is my current material of 
choice. It requires little 
preparation from me, is readily 
available for from a variety of 

online sources, and even though the cost has gone up 
precipitously due to the embargo, it still is reasonably 
priced. It also comes in tidy coils that make nifty rattling 
sounds when unrolled – a sirenʼs call to my feline friends.

Some people may get mad or 
frustrated at their pets when they want 
to join in the creativity. Iʼve decided to 
take a different tack – playtime. Cats 
can have a pretty short attention span, 
so I donʼt have to take that much time 
from my project to placate them. 
Although, when there are seven in the 
house, dealing with each one 
separately can take some time.

Typically, I work at my favorite space 
on the couch. I have a great view of my backyard, and I 
can watch TV if I feel the need for visual background noise. 
The coils get strewn about at my feet, I spread out my tools 
next to me on the cushion, and the side table holds my 
water bottles (spray bottle for spritzing my work and one for 
hydrating myself). Spokes wave enticingly, extending from 
my occupied lap. Whatever reed Iʼm using as my weaver 
gets waved around, randomly flopping like wounded prey. 
There may be no sign of my beasties when I sit down to 
work, but I can count on at least one of them getting up 
from their naps to join me.

It starts with sniffing and casual batting at the end of either 
the weaver or one of the spokes. I ignore them for a time, 
until it is clear they are not going to just wander away. 
Depending on how involved I am in the particular project, 

Iʼll either wave the weaver 
around to catch their 
attention, or simply cut a 
new piece of reed. 
Sometimes Iʼll tie yarn or 
feathers to the end, but 
usually, I just move my 
focus from my basket work 
to the cat until he is 
finished with his play. Then 
pets and maybe some 

snuggles, and the cat is bored again and wanders off to a 
sunbeam. Occasionally, they decide naps have to be on 
my lap, and that may scuttle my basket work for a while 
longer. Patience is certainly required, but rewarded as well.

One benefit Iʼve embraced from my integration of play into 
my basketry is that the cats also seem to sense when Iʼve 
sat still for too long. Simon especially will interrupt me 
periodically to make me take a break. Five or ten minutes 
spent playing and cuddling the 
cat refreshes me, and switches 
both my visual and mental 
focus away from the pinpoint I 
normally have while working 
on a project. I am reminded to 
hydrate and move around a bit 
so I donʼt stiffen up. Plus, I get 
bonding time with my favorite 
furry pals!

Hawkeye in the 
ubiquitous Amazon box.

Hereʼs Selina.  I literally turned my back for 30 seconds after 
putting that coil on the ground, heard a rustling and turned back 
around to see her tangled in the reed.  Simon joined Selina a 
mere minute afterwards.  Another minute goes bye, and momma 
cat Phadre joins the fun.  Not much basket making ended up 
occurring on this day, but the little friends had a great time.  No 
reed or cats were harmed.

Bruce fills the 12 
inch hen basket.

Selina will show up out of nowhere 
to get into a basket photo shoot.
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Basketry in Borneo
By Jill Stanton

Imagine rural life in indigenous communities in pre-colonial 
times. How were houses furnished? What was used for 
storage containers, food preparation, harvesting and 
winnowing, or for the trapping of animals or fish? Woven 
mats and baskets, of course!

If you visit indigenous Dayak longhouse communities in 
Borneo today, you still have the opportunity to share this 

vision of the 
past in the 
present as 
the 
welcomed 
guest of the 
women who 
yet produce, 
and sell 
their 
traditional 
arts.

As you enter the communal 
area of the longhouse, you 
see a hall free of modern 
furniture, with small groups 
of men or women sitting on 
woven mats. Most likely 
there will be a few 
backstrap looms for ikat 
weaving among scattered 
work baskets and sun hats, 
perhaps a man making a 
chicken coop or fish trap 
(above), or a woman sizing 
and cutting bemban reed 
strips for mat making (left).

Behind the doors off the communal veranda are the private 
apartments (perhaps 10-24) of the longhouse families, 
which include storage, bedroom, and cooking areas. 

Even if satellite dishes and motored bikes or boats sit or 
float outside the longhouses, and cellphones, with or 
without reception, are owned by some, the longhouse 
residents keep to a largely traditional lifestyle. As farmers, 
rice is their staple subsistence crop, prepared, planted, and 
harvested communally on each familyʼs private plot. 
Meanwhile, diet and income may be augmented and 
further derived from fishing, beekeeping, rubber tapping as 
well as tourism (e.g. fishing expeditions) and wage labor in 
town. Professional weaving, primarily for sale through co-
ops and NGOs, is a significant source of income for some 
of the longhouse women.

Although numerous indigenous ethnic groups on both the 
Malaysian and Indonesian sides of the island of Borneo 
chose to maintain their longhouse communities, the 
communities I visited in the Indonesian province of West 
Kalimantan were Dayak. Like most upland native peoples, 
these folk live in hard to reach rain forest communities, or 
in areas now designated as national parks accessible only 
by boat; the ones I visited were in Sintang district, and in 
the Danau Sentarum National Park.

The Dayak people in the Meliau and Ensaid Palang 
longhouse communities could, if they chose, make 
everything necessary for daily activities, though most 
clothes and cloth is now store-bought and they partake in 
the local market economy today. Plastic is blessedly almost 
absent, and one sees few metal tools apart from knives 
and blades, and metal cooking pots for use on a limited 
number of gas burners.

Instead, baskets are present in all shapes and forms for 
varied purposes — small boxes for personal possessions, 
baby carriers, sowing, reaping and winnowing, baskets for 
protecting prepared foods, burden baskets, highly 
decorated double-walled wedding baskets for ritual 

Dayak longhouse, Sintang district, Kalimantan.
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purposes, and drawstring baskets for carrying smaller 
valuable possessions.

Those used for daily activities are only minimally 
decorated, but the weaves are diverse, ranging from 
hexagonally plaited or twined storage or burden baskets to 
the more common diagonally plaited smaller baskets. They 
may still be made of bamboo, or rattan, but deforestation 
and the government sale of land for rubber plantations now 
limits the availability of these materials, and the 
basketmakers I visited are now more likely to use cultivated 
bemban reed.  Rims and cordage are still made from local 
wild vines (lianas) or bark. Diagonally plaited and 
intricately designed mats are made of bemban (photos 
below): simple mats, fans, and sun hats may be made of 
palm or pandanus.  Because of their ritual importance, 
wedding baskets and sowing baskets may still be made of 
painted bamboo.

While rattan seeds were traditionally used to make red 
“dragonʼs blood” dye, and rambutan tree leaves for black 
dye, commercial dyes are used more frequently today. The 
vascular bundles inside local ferns can provide a black 
accent in designs, and baskets may be smoked to give 
them a brown tone, but not in the baskets I saw.  

Regardless of the kind of dye used, it is the women who 
decoct, and apply the dyes.

The plaited designs on the ritually used and intricately 
woven baskets and mats — and now the items for sale 
through coops and NGOs for sale to tourists and collectors 
— are all traditional, and of spiritual importance. Each 
design carries the name of a plant, animal, or natural 
phenomena, the design created by twill overlays, with or 
without color.

Men, as the traditional hunters of the community, are still 
more likely to be the weavers of fish traps and backpack 
baskets for carrying game (though thereʼs little game to be 
found anymore), while women weave baskets associated 
with agriculture, as well as the large sitting and sleeping 
mats.  Today some community women will also make mats 
of specific size on commission for hotels and retail 
businesses, and, with the assistance of local co-ops and 
NGOs, have branched out into the design and creation of 
handbag and home decor items.

Itʼs hard to know whether these longhouse communities will 
be around 25 years from now.  Living in such a tight knit 
community can be a great source of comfort and company, 
and the communities I visited were still economically viable.  
But more longhouse children are attending middle schools 
and high schools in towns, and itʼs yet to be seen how 
many will return to 
the rural 
communal 
existence of their 
parents and 
grandparents, or 
choose to learn 
and carry on the 
basketry arts.

Jill with palm fan.



LOCAL CLASSES & WORKSHOPS
March 3. Beginning Diagonal Plaiting with Alicia 
Woods at City College of San Francisco.  Class # 
AR965.  Register Now

April 7–8.  Wacky Basketry with Emily Dvorin at the 
Mendocino Art Center.  more info, materials list and 
online registration.  www.mendocinoartcenter.org/

The Caning Shop, 926 Gilman Street in Berkeley, 
offers “open studio” space at $40 for 5 hours which 
can be spread over two days.  Contact Jim Widess 
800-544-3373.  www.caning.com.

One Day Workshops with Emily Dvorin in Sausalito.  
Check for Class Calendar.  http://www.emilydvorin.com/
class-schedule/class-schedule.

Charlie Kennard ongoing Basket-Weaving Workshops in 
San Anselmo.  Contact:  charleskennard@comcast.net.

EXHIBITIONS
More information on National Basketry Events & 
Classes are listed in NBOʼs Quarterly Review Magazine 
and on their website www.nationalbasketry.org.

Conference of Northern California (CNCH) also lists 
Fiber Arts & Basketry Events on www.cnch.org.

Events & Classes
March 23–25.  Los Angeles Basketry Guild Retreat 
at Camp Julian.  For classes contact Los Angeles 
Basketry Guild.

April 27–29.  Baskets & Gourds – Containers of 
our Culture VII conference in Visalia.  Contact: 
tonibestbaskets@gmail.com.  The class brochure is 
online: Double click to download and print BGCoOC 
conference and class brochure.

May 7–10.  Great Basin Basketmakers Guild 
Retreat at Zephyr Point (Lake Tahoe), Nevada.  
www.greatbasinbasketmakers.org

July 6–12.  Convergence.  HGA (Handweavers Guild 
of America) Conference in Reno, Nevada, at the 
Peppermill Resort.  Registration opens December 6.  You 
can review classes and events these on their website or 
download a PDF of the Delegate Registration Book and 
Registration Form.  www.weavespindye.org.

August 9–12.  California Gourd Society Retreat at 
the Episcopal Conference Center Oakhurst (43803 
Highway 41, Oakhurst, CA).  Registration on http://
www.californiagourdsociety.com/Events.html

Exhibits
February 3 to May 6.  Rooted, Revived, Reinvented: 
Basketry in America.  Whatcom Museum in downtown 
Bellingham, Washington.  http://whatcommuseum.org/
exhibitions/upcoming-exhibitions/.

Ongoing until June 24. CCNA (Center for 
Contemporary Native Art): Interwoven Radiance at the 
Portland Art Museum.  Organized by Tlingit artist and 
weaver Lily Hope, this exhibition in the Museumʼs Center 
for Contemporary Native Art celebrates the artistic 
achievements and vitality of Chilkat and Ravenstail 
weavers of the Northwest Coast—illuminating the 
philosophy and ways of life for women weavers.  https://
portlandartmuseum.org/exhibitions/ccna-interwoven-
radiance/

2019 Events
May 4 & 5.  Weekend in the 
Garden, Misti Washington Gourd 
& BasketGuild.  San Diego 
Botanical Garden. www.baskets-
gourds.com

June 20 to 23.  CNCH 2019 will 
be held at the Sonoma State 
University.
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR

Bay Area Basket Makers (BABM) was founded as a guild in 1984 by Maxine Kirmeyer 
and Jude’ Silva to support and further interest in basketry as both a craft and art 
form.  The guild serves as a source of information and a means of communication 
among basket makers, providing inspiration and friendship.  We welcome basket 
makers of all levels and expertise, from amateurs to professionals.
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BASKETRY RESOURCES
The Caning Shop, 926 Gilman Street, Berkeley.  Materials, 
classes, books, and more.  (800) 544-3373.  www.caning.com 
Royalwood, Ltd.  Retail and wholesale (on orders over $50) 
online.  Hard copy of catalog for $2.00 www.royalwoodltd.com 
Summer Meadow Basketry.  Good selection of natural 
materials–vine rattan, philodendron sheath, palm inflorescence, 
willow peel, regular and smoked reed, books, patterns, kits.  
(866) 517-2713 www.summermeadow.com 
Basket Class Basket weaving materials, classes, books, 
videos, free patterns.  (515) 285-2789 www.basketclass.com 
The Country Seat – Basket Weaving Supplies, Basketry, Reed 
& Chair Caning Seating. http://www.countryseat.com/
The Basket Makers Catalog. www.basketmakerscatalog.com/
Waxed Polyester Cord for knotters, basket makers, textile 
sculptors, fiber jewelry artists and more available in 75 colors 
http://knotmore.com/.

GOURD RESOURCES
The Caning Shop, 926 Gilman Street, Berkeley.  (800) 
544-3373 www.caning.com 
Welburn Gourd Farm, Fallbrook.  High quality, thick-shelled 
gourds.  (877) 420-2613 www.welburngourdfarm.com 
Davis Ranch in Sloughouse. Gourd Festival September 22 & 
23.  http://www.davisranchproduce.com/
Amish Gourds – http://www.amishgourds.com/ 

BASKETRY CLASSES
The Caning Shop, 926 Gilman Street, Berkeley. (510) 
527-5010, www.caning.com.  Basketmaking Assistance and 
Open Studio Space at the Caning Shop, $40 for 5 hours 
which can be spread over 2 days. Thursdays and Fridays from 
12 to 6 p.m., and Saturdays from 10 to 2 p.m.  
Emily Dvorin one-day workshops Saturdays, 10-4 p.m. at her 
studio # 205, ICB Building, 480 Gate Five Road, Sausalito.  
(415) 602-0131 www.emilydvorin.com or register through 
Sausalito Parks & Rec. Dept. (415) 289-4152, or San Anselmo 
Rec. Dept. (415) 258-4669, www.sausalito.recware.com 
Charlie Kennard Basket-Weaving Workshops 
charleskennard@comcast.net.
Orna Pascal – pine needle basketry – orna@ornapascal.com

WEBSITES
BasketMakers – Susie Nuss, Editor www.basketmakers.com
This not-for-profit website is a great resource and a 
comprehensive informational site for basket makers, basket  
artists, vendors of basketmaking materials, and all others 
interested in the art of basket weaving.  It has listings of 
basketry events, basketry by material and technique, basket 
makersʼ chat rooms, and a list of Calls for Entry to shows, 
conferences, exhibits, etc., seeking artists to participate.  Search 
by material type, either retail or wholesale (resale number and 
minimum purchase required).
National Basketry Organization (NBO) Quarterly Review with 
membership www.nationalbasketry.org 
Daily Basketry Blog by Carol Eckert – a visual record of works 
by basket & fiber artists from around the world.
http://contemporarybasketry.blogspot.com/.

A Measure of the Earth – a short video worth watching, 
featuring seven American master basket makers.
http://vimeo.com/72948043.
Seed Pods – an inspiration for basket makers.
http://www.pinterest.com/lisav7844/seed-pods/

BABM MEMBERS WEBSITES
Toni Best – www.tonibest.com
Lisé Marie Currie – http://www.lisecurrie.com/
Bob Darchi – www.darchiart.com
Emily Dvorin – www.emilydvorin.com
Stephanie Dwiggins – http://stephaniedwiggins.tripod.com 
Marilyn Erickson – http://marilynericksonart.com
Barbara Fast – www.CoastHighwayArtists.com
Rebeka Hansson – http://cargocollective.com/slojd
https://www.instagram.com/contemporaryslojd/ 
Janet Johnson –  https://janetweaves.wordpress.com/
Lynn Kelleher – www.basketsculpture.net
Orna Pascal – www.ornapascal.com
Liza Pike – http://www.lizacpike.com/
Amanda (Mandy) Salm – www.amandasalm.com
Barbara Shapiro – www.barbara-shapiro.com/
Judé Silva – www.judesilvaartist.com
Shannon Weber – www.shannonweber.com

BASKETRY GUILDS WEBSITES
Bay Area Basket Makers Website
www.bayareabasketmakers.wordpress.com
Columbia Basin Basketry Guild 
www.basketryguild.org/
Great Basin Basketmakers
www.greatbasinbasketmakers.org
Los Angeles Basketry Guild 
http://labasketryguild.org/
Misti Washington - baskets and gourds
http://baskets-gourds.com
NBO (National Basketry Organization)–great gallery.
http://www.nationalbasketry.org!
Northwest Basket Weavers–Vi Phillips Basketry Guild 
www.nwbasketweavers.org

NBO Website Resources
If you havenʼt checked out the NBO website recently, go 
to www.nationalbasketry.org, click the Resources tab, 
and check out the section on “Techniques, Materials & 
More” where you will find videos, step-by-step 
instructions, and updates on a wide variety of subjects.

CNCHnet Newsletter www.cnch.org.

For the Willow Enthusiast – Great Videos
http://www.lakeshorewillows.com/about.html

https://vimeo.com/110037653?ref=fb-share

For the Love of Kumihimo. Great website and 
newsletter.  www.whataknit.com

SOURCES & RESOURCES
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