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Lynn Kelleher – coiled, pine needles, waxed linen, beads.



2018 BABM Board & Office Holders

President – Bob Darchi, CO-president – Nancy Briemle
Secretaries – Jill Stanton & Caroline Selfridge (alternate)
Treasurer – Chris Johnson
Membership – Lorraine Oller
Newsletter Editor – Jutta Frankie
Kelp Club – Michele Hament
Meeting Programs – Janet Johnson
Outside Teachers Workshops – Jill Stanton
Hospitality – Tammy Slezak & Terry Epstein
Bio Book – Jill Stanton
Website/Archive/Library – Jutta Frankie
Meeting Places – Maureen Vasquez at Chatham in Oakland
! !   Jim Widess at The Caning Shop in Berkeley
CNCH Liaison – Eugenia Gwathney, Joanie Soth 
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Meeting Places, Directions, Newsletter Schedule, Website

BABM meets from 10:30 a.m. to around 3 p.m. on the First Saturday of each month except July and August.  The 
meeting consists of a business portion, potluck lunch, and program.  Guests and visitors are always welcome.
Meeting Places: Chatham Preschool, 4359 39th Avenue, Oakland (510) 531-1534.
Directions: From I-580: Take Hwy 13 north; exit at Redwood Road; at stop sign, turn left on Carson, then right on Aliso; 
drive five short blocks and turn left on 39th Avenue.
From Hwy 24: Take Hwy 13 south; exit Redwood Road; from middle lane, go straight thru light one block; turn right on 
39th Avenue.
Caning Shop, 926 Gilman Street, Berkeley (510) 527-5010.  Directions: From I-80: Take Gilman Street exit; turn right 
on 8th Street.  The entrance is on 8th Street.
Twinings Newsletter is published five times a year January, March, May, September, November. Deadline for content 
submission to the Editor is three weeks before issue due date.  juttafrankie@att.net.
Websites: BABM – http://bayareabasketmakers.wordpress.com.   CNCH – www.cnch.org.

BABM Membership Form

Please fill out this form and mail with a check for $30, payable to BABM, to Chris Johnson, 205 Milo Place, 
San Ramon, CA 94583.  Membership year runs January 1 to December 31.  Meetings are usually on the first 
Saturday of the month, with no regular meetings in July and August.  BABM website 
www.bayareabasketmakers.wordpress.com.

New Member _______    Renewing Member _______      E-Newsletter ________      Paper copy __________

Name   __________________________________________________________________________________
Address   ________________________________________________________________________________
City, State, Zip Code  _______________________________________________________________________
Telephone ______________________________            E-mail ______________________________________
Birthday (month & day only) _________________________        Current Date _________________________

BABM Website

We have an interactive website where you can 
post comments or send us emails.

You can also subscribe to receive notification of 
new posts.  Go to the website and click on “Email 

Subscriptions” and enter your email address.  
There is no cost or obligation, and you can 

unsubscribe any time.
Do visit!

http://bayareabasketmakers.wordpress.com

Our website has been viewed by 129,600 
visitors from around the world!

mailto:juttafrankie@att.net
mailto:juttafrankie@att.net
http://bayareabasketmakers.wordpress.com
http://bayareabasketmakers.wordpress.com
http://www.cnch.org
http://www.cnch.org
http://bayareabasketmakers.wordpress.com
http://bayareabasketmakers.wordpress.com
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Presidentʼs Post
Summer is over The 2018/19 season is beginning with new opportunities.  I am not a fan of hot 
weather, so I am happy.  I decided to write about educational prospects for this issue of our 
newsletter.  After all, when we did our recent survey, we found that the number one reason people 
join BABM is to learn.  Here are some updates. 1) At our last meeting, we discussed the 
workshops we are planning as part of our 2019 monthly meetings. 2) In addition to our mini 
workshops taught by BABM members, Jill continues to organize exciting workshops with outside 
teachers. We just had a two-day workshop with Toni Best. In February, Lois Russell will be sharing 
the process for her intricate and detailed twined baskets. 3) And what about classes that are not 
exclusive to BABM. At our last meeting, we also outlined the exciting news that the 2019 CNCH 
conference will include two basketry classes.  Even some of the non-basket centered classes will 

provide useful information that can augment our existing skills. 4) And, of course, Misti in San Diego is on the horizon 
followed by the biennial NBO conference in Kentucky.  By next summer, I should be able to stay in a shady place and 
practice all the new things I will have learned.  What about you?  –Bob Darchi

Reminders – Announcements – News

2019 BABM Membership dues are due at the end of December.
Please note that the membership fee is now $30.  BABM will no longer offer a Kelp Collecting Permit. Please 
send your check, payable to BABM, to our treasurer Chris Johnson, 205 Milo Place, San Ramon, CA 94583, and 
indicate any changes in your contact information.  The Membership form can be printed from Page 2 of this 
newsletter.  Please consider paying your 2019 membership dues of $30 at the December meeting.

November 3 Meeting at Chatham in Oakland.
Mini-workshop: Eugenia Gwathney will teach wreath 
making with grapevine.  Materials are provided but 
people should also bring their own embellishments.

December 8 Holiday Potluck Party and Gift 
Exchange at Chris Johnsonʼs, 205 Milo Place in 
San Ramon.  Arrival around 11 a.m.  Participation in 
the gift exchange is optional.  Bring a wrapped, basket 
related gift (made by you) in a brown paper bag. Lunch 
follows a short business meeting and then itʼs party time. 
Itʼs a tradition to play “pick or snatch” before the gifts are 
unwrapped.  For questions or driving directions, contact 
Chris at 925-828-8738.

2019 Nominations for Board & Office Positions.
President – Bob Darchi
CO-president – Nancy Briemle
Treasurer – Chris Johnson
Secretary – Caroline Selfridge (with rotating alternate)
Membership – Lorraine Oller
Newsletter Editor – Jutta Frankie
Meeting Programs –Carlene Wolfe
Workshops Organizer – Jill Stanton
Kelp Club – no longer active
Meeting Hospitality – as needed
BioBook – Jill Stanton
Website/Library/Archives – Jutta Frankie
CNCH Liaison – Eugenia Gwathney

Kelp Collecting Permit: BABM will not renew its Kelp 
Collecting Permit with the State of California.  It seems 

Members with permits did not collect sufficient kelp to 
make monthly reporting worthwhile (as is required by the 
State).  It seems that for some time now there was no 
kelp on the beaches on which collecting is permitted.

Michele Hament is hosting her Annual Holiday 
Party on Saturday, December 8, at her house, 1537 
Liberty Street in El Cerrito, from 12 to 5 p.m.  She will be 
selling Guatemalan pine needle baskets and needle-
felted animalitos, Jillʼs Philippine baskets, and some of 
her own stuff, ceramics and prints from friends.  If people 
would like to come by her studio after the party, she 
would hold on to the unsold baskets and you are 
welcome to shop.  All the sale of their work goes to the 
artisans through Mayan Hands. Contact: Michele Hament 
mhament@comcast.net

Melon Basket Classes at Handcraft Studio School in 
El Cerrito with Michele Hament, Saturday, November 10 
from 10 to 3 p.m.  www.handcraftstudioschool.com

Bead Renaissance Show in Oakland.
November 9 to 11.  They offer some free passes for 
groups.  For classes & more, check out their website 
http://wholebead.com

Bead Society of Northern California in our 
neighborhood!  Meeting Location: Albany Community 
Center, 1249 Marin Avenue in Albany.
http://www.beadsocietyofnorcal.org/classes/

mailto:mhament@comcast.net
mailto:mhament@comcast.net
http://www.handcraftstudioschool.com
http://www.handcraftstudioschool.com
http://wholebead.com
http://wholebead.com
http://www.beadsocietyofnorcal.org/classes/
http://www.beadsocietyofnorcal.org/classes/


CNCH 2019 will be held at Sonoma State University 
campus in Rohnert Park from June 20 to 23.  This 
conference is oriented toward education and offers 2-1/2 
day workshops.  Registration begins January 15.  
www.CNCH.org

Jerry Maxey (see photo of his class project) 
and Joni-Dee Ross have agreed to be 
the basketmaking instructors. Joni 
specializes in Nantucket Baskets and is 
tailoring her class for beginners and 
advanced students. See her work on 
www.handmadencbaskets.com.

CNCHnet Newsletter Contributions: Anyone may 
contribute articles to the CNCH online newsletter.  Judy is 
always looking for articles and would like to hear from 
you.  Contact Judy Fisher, CNCH Editor, at 
jyfisher66@gmail.com.  To access the CNCHnet 
Newsletters, go to www.cnch.org

Hearst Museum Digital Portal.  For anyone who 
wants a scholarly look at Indian baskets in the Hearst 
Museum of Anthropology (they have over 9,000 pieces), 
here is a link with information and photos: https://
portal.hearstmuseum.berkeley.edu/  Thanks to the new 
digital portal, you can examine items from the collections 
— including Japanese Netsuke, Peruvian textiles, Yoruba 
figurines, artifacts made by Ishi, and masks from around 
the world — without getting up from the couch.

BABM Library
Contact Jutta juttafrankie@att.net for the list of books if 
you want to check some out.  The list is also posted on 
our website.

The Lois Russel Twining Workshop in February is 
already full and has a wait list.

While basket weaving sit with your back to the fire. Be 
cheerful. Do not think of it as hard work or the basket will 
not be good.  –Rea Barber
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The Toni Best Workshop – 
“FreeForm” coiling with pine 

needles on a gourd.
We were nine students, including three 
new BABM members, Ann, Pablo, and 
Lynn.  Chris offered her house and patio 
for the workshop in San Ramon and Nancy 
B hosted Toni at her place in Pleasanton.  
Our thanks and appreciation to both for 
their generosity.  The group photo was 
taken at the end of the second day – there 
are still many more rows to coil at home 
before our pieces will resemble the class 
project.  Toni is a fun and gentle teacher, 
and we all had a great time.

L-r: Toni Best, Athene Mantle, Ann Hurley, Barbara Fast, Nancy Briemle, Pablo 
Jenkins, Lorraine Oller, Lynn Owens, and Bob Darchi.  Jutta was trying to get 
everyone lined up and smiling for the photo.

http://www.CNCH.org
http://www.CNCH.org
http://www.handmadencbaskets.com
http://www.handmadencbaskets.com
mailto:jyfisher66@gmail.com
mailto:jyfisher66@gmail.com
http://www.cnch.org
http://www.cnch.org
https://portal.hearstmuseum.berkeley.edu
https://portal.hearstmuseum.berkeley.edu
https://portal.hearstmuseum.berkeley.edu
https://portal.hearstmuseum.berkeley.edu
mailto:juttafrankie@att.net
mailto:juttafrankie@att.net
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Welcome new Members – 
Ann Hurley of El Granada, Pablo Jenkins of Cotati, and Lynn Owens o Piedmont.

I recently spent a weekend enjoying some 
basketry events I want to pass on to you.

First, I went to the Parker family event held at the Randall 
Museum in San Francisco. Jutta had sent out information 
on this exhibit, so you may already know the background – 
four generations of the Native American Parker family 
were present and the exhibit showed a good variety of 
baskets they make.  What I found especially exciting was 
the contrast between the baskets I normally get to see and 
what was on exhibit.  I am used to baskets that are 
nontraditional and are more sculptural.  This exhibit shows 
how baskets that are made for very practical reasons are 
still beautiful.  There were, as an example, several baskets 
that are used for cooking acorn mush.

Rather than writing more about my reaction, I am copying 
parts of the description the Randall Museum had posted:

The Parker family lives in the Sierra Nevada Mountains 
and has passed down the fine art of basket making for 
generations. Today members of the family continue to 
teach weaving techniques and share their tradition of 
tending, gathering and prepping of plants from which the 
baskets are made. The baskets are interpreted for visitors 
using the Parkersʼ own words, providing firsthand 
knowledge about native baskets, describing the varied 
forms and functions, along with the many uses and 
traditions.

I did not sign up to take one of the workshops due to 
conflicts I had but one highlight was being able to watch 
Julia Parker through the windows overlooking the studio 
as she demonstrated basket making techniques.

The staff at the museum advised me that the exhibit is 
definitely scheduled to be there for the rest of this year 
and most likely next year.  I recommend it.

On Sunday I had fun at another event – The Mill Valley Art 
Show.  Our own Emily Dvorin had a booth at the show.  I 
am constantly amazed at how she uses material that is so 
unusual that you might think the resulting baskets wonʼt be 
as beautiful as they are.  If you havenʼt seen Emilyʼs 
baskets, you need to go to her next show.  Their beauty is 
more obvious when seen in person.

I also stumbled upon a woman (Bebe Kuhr 
www.artrocksme.com) who had a display of wrapped 
rocks.  Most of us are familiar with the beautiful pieces of 
wrapped small rocks.  Bebe also uses larger rocks and 
goes beyond wrapping the rock by adding adornment that 
comes out of the wrap.

Unfortunately, unlike the exhibit at the Randall Museum, 
you will not be able to see the artists at Mill Valley until 
their next show in 2019.  –Bob Darchi

Emily at the Marin Art Festival.

http://www.artrocksme.com
http://www.artrocksme.com
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Baskets Then and Now
by Phyllis Campbell featuring Lynn Kelleher.

! They're decorative, they're useful, and they're a part 
of any culture you can think of. Remember that little 
Jewish baby left sleeping safely in the bullrushes? Bet he 
was snuggled in a basket, woven by his mother. Okay, 
my imagination has taken flight, but, hey, I'm a writer.

! Seriously, beyond a doubt, early man, long before 
such Scripture accounts must have used some form of 
basket. Many, like those of the Native American tribes 
were decorative as well as useful. And here goes my 
imagination again, I wonder if those women may have 
practiced a bit of rivalry in the decoration department. As 
this issue's column will demonstrate, baskets can be 
things of beauty, often reflecting the personality of the 
maker.

! When I was a pupil at the Virginia School for the 
Blind, we actually had basketry classes. Do I hear "How 
terrible! What a dreadful image of the blind!" Not so. We 
learned to use our hands in a creative way while creating 
something attractive and useful, something in which we 
could take pride. Nobody suggested that we make 
basket making our career, but it was an important part of 
our lives.

! Just to prove me right, enter Lynn Kelleher [BABM 
member], an OS (OUR SPECIAL magazine*) reader from 
California.

! She wrote to tell me about her hobby, and I was 
fascinated. Why? After all, I had my own experience with 
making baskets and the like, was I fascinated? True, but 
Lynn's baskets are something different and wonderful. 
Her baskets aren't woven, but coiled. This is an ancient 
form of basket making practiced by many cultures. 
Among them various Native American tribes used this 
method, and the resulting baskets were and are lovely.

! For fear that I might get something wrong, I'm going 
to quote directly from Lynn's letter.

! "I am a basket maker. The baskets I make are not 
woven, but are coiled. They are made from long pine-
needles. I enjoy this because I am able to recycle 
nature's trash, to form a useful and decorative basket. I 
gather the pine-needles wherever I can find them. I wash 
them, and dry them. Lastly, I wrap the dried needles in 
heavy paper or in bundles, so they don't get broken. 
When dried they are quite brittle. I put a few pine-
needles through a piece of a drinking straw to form the 
coil. The straw acts as the gauge for the thickness of the 
coil. Whenever the straw becomes lose I add more pine-
needles to it. Using an overhand stitch, I sew the coils 

together to form a container or basket. The stitching is 
done with waxed linen thread.”

Lynn goes on to say that she feels this is a perfect craft 
for those who are totally blind. It is relatively simple and 
very tactile.

! She points out further, that for those of us who don't 
drive, and thus can't shop at will for gifts, it's good to 
have these unique baskets on hand when the need 
arises.

! She finds it especially gratifying to be able to gather 
pine-needles from the property of the person who is to 
receive the gift. This makes the gift particularly unique for 
the recipient.

! I asked Lynn if she sells her baskets. She said that 
she has a few at a local consignment shop, but doesn't 
take orders.

! "The one problem with it," she said, "is that it is slow 
to complete. By slow, I mean that you can't complete the 
usual basket in two hours or so."

! She has a tray that holds the materials so that she 
can stop at will, and continue at another time.  This is a 
relatively inexpensive hobby, the most expensive part 
being the waxed linen thread. She separates her 
different colors of thread, so that she knows which she is 
going to use, just as the knitter or crocheter does when 
doing color work. She says that different colored thread, 
beads or natural products makes this hobby more 
interesting.

! I was fascinated that all kinds of things can be used 
to form the coil, thus changing the size of the project. 
She says that because most workshops and items in 
catalogs rely on sight, this is a craft that requires one's 
own sense of creativity. Although certainly this is true of 
many crafts, I can see where it is especially true here. 
She is required to decide on the project itself, what it will 
be, how large etc, as well as on the material and colors 
to be used. In a cookie-cutter world, I find this especially 
refreshing. I like to imagine Lynn sitting there in front of 
her tray, a sort of alchemist of beauty, choosing her 
materials, project and decoration.

! She tells me that the basket maker using this unique 
method isn't limited to small projects, but by using 
something as large as a hose, may carry their creativity 
to almost any height.

! Lynn urges her fellow blind crafters and would-be 
crafters to seek projects that are attractive in a tactile 



Bay Area Basket Makers Guild – November 2018                                                                                                                           Page 7

way. She urges simplicity, at least at first. She stands 
ready to answer any questions that readers may have.
Contact her at Ki6qzv@aol.com

*Note: This article was featured in OS (“OUR 
SPECIAL”), a magazine, since 1927, written and edited 
especially for blind women, published 6 times a year by 
National Braille Press, Inc., Boston, MA.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR. Phyllis Staton Campbell, who 
was born blind, writes about the world she knows best. 
She calls on her experience as teacher of the blind, peer 
counselor and youth transition coordinator. She says that 

she lives the lives of her characters: lives of sorrow and 
joy; triumph and failure; hope and despair. That she and 
her characters sometimes see the world in a different 
way, adds depth to the story. She sees color in the 
warmth of the sun on her face, the smell of rain, the call 
of a cardinal, and God, in a rainbow of love and grace.
! Although she was born in Amherst County, Virginia, 
she has lived most of her life in Staunton, Virginia, where 
she serves as organist at historic Faith Lutheran church, 
not far from the home she shared with her husband, 
Chuck, who waits beyond that door called death.
https://www.amazon.com/Phyllis-Campbell/e/B001KC40ZI

While Lynnʼs preferred 
material is pine needle 
and the technique of 
coiling, she also 
occasionally works 
with reed, kelp, and 
yarn in the techniques 
of plaiting, twining and 
weaving.

To see more of Lynnʼs 
baskets and to read 
about her life and 
Treasured Memories 
of Daretta, her guide 
dog, go to her website:  
www.basketsculpture.
net.

mailto:Ki6qzv@aol.com
mailto:Ki6qzv@aol.com
https://www.amazon.com/Phyllis-Campbell/e/B001KC40ZI
https://www.amazon.com/Phyllis-Campbell/e/B001KC40ZI
http://www.basketsculpture.net
http://www.basketsculpture.net
http://www.basketsculpture.net
http://www.basketsculpture.net


Basketry and other Crafts in Yamagata 
Prefecture in Northern Japan

by Barbara Shapiro

 In July 2018 I had the pleasure of traveling in Japan 
with the 11th International Shibori Symposium. After a few 
days in Tokyo, where I gave a short talk on my work at the 
Tama Art University, and shopped for sedori cane to dye in 
indigo, we moved north to Yamagata Prefecture, which is 
known for mountains, hot springs, and beautiful traditional 
crafts. The winters are long and snowy. We saw snow on 
mountaintops even in July.

! One day we visited a sake brewery near Yonezawa 
town where I noted bamboo was used to hold the huge 
kegs together. I am always happy to see bamboo in any 
form. Yes, there were tastings.

! We visited the Hydrangea Temple outside of 
Yamagata City where gorgeous flowers in many shades 
were in full bloom, but for me the highlight was a basket 
makerʼs studio nearby. There were many beautiful but 
expensive functional basket purses. The master basket 
maker had gone home, but his son was working on a 30-
year old purse made with the local Japanese mountain 
grape vine that a client had returned for repairs. I was 
delighted to recognize baskets with the flower knot pattern 
some of us learned from Jiro Yonezawa as well as some 
very creative random weave that showed off the bark.

Here is one 
in progress 
where you 
can see the 
twining that 
holds the 
random 
weave in 
place and a 
group of 

wood puzzle 
forms around which the 
purses are built. The 
materials require great 
strength to collect and 
trips high into the 
surrounding mountain 

forests. It has to 
soak outside 
overnight before 
using.
! At the Tohoku 
Art University 
where our 
conference took 
place, I saw a 
simple basket 
covered with 
persimmon (kakishibu) coated paper for strength and 
water resistence. This is something I have been exploring 
in my own work. At a sashiko stitching museum in 
Tsuruoka there was a great tied bamboo gate and a 
garden with bamboo.

! At the amazing Chido Museum complex in Tsuruoka, 
we saw many utilitarian baskets such as these fishtraps 
and carrying devices.  Founded in 1950, the museum 
houses the National Important Folklore Cultural Assets 
Storage. There were many fancy back pads, not packs, 
but pads to protect the back from heavy bundles. Each 
one was in a different technique, attesting to the great care 
the makers invested in these humble objects.

! And finally, I saw a pair of Yamagata style snow boots 
similar to some that I own. Several of our workhsops and 
lectures dealt with the preparation of bast fibers and some 
of these, like the linden that we learned to join by splicing 
to create longer threads, were used for basketry as well as 
weaving. I practiced spinning  paper into yarn in another 
workshop. We worked with 100 year old ledger paper that 
was strong and spun nicely. I will probaly use ithe linden 
and paper yarns with some Japanese mountain grape vine 
in a basket. Always on the look out for baskets and 
interesting materials, I was not disappointed by this 
Shibori trip led by our own Yoshiko Wada.
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Minutes from September 8, 2018,
 Chatham in Oakland

Meeting was called to order at 11 a.m. by Pres Bob Darchi.  
Following introductions, during which we had a chance to 
meet new BABM member, Linda Tapscott, Jutta read 
Chrisʼs Treasurerʼs report.
Treasurerʼs Report
June General Account Balance ----------------$2,394.38
Expenses
   Catsos Class Air Fair -----------287.00
   Catsos Class Misc.----------------74.55
   HGA Convergence ----------------24.72
   Bank Fees (3 mos.) ---------------15.00
   September Twinings NL ---------43.17!           (444.44)
Income – Dues --------------------------------------------50.00
Total General Account Balance ---------------$1,999.94
MK Teaching Fund ----------------------------------- 2,310.93
Total Cash Assets ---------------------------------$4,310.87
Deadline for the November Twinings is 10/15/18.
President Bob Darchi had polled current officers about 
their willingness to continue in their posts.  Those 
responding mostly agreed to do so, though we havenʼt 
heard yet from Tammy and Terri, who shared the 
Hospitality post. Jill will not continue in her shared 
Secretary position with Caroline, so that post is open.  All 
members are encouraged to participate.  Michele Hament 
had noted in her email to Bob that the Kelp Club position 
may be unnecessary, and others discussed the lack of 
available kelp due to climate change and ravenous sea 
urchins.  This issue of a kelp license will be revisited at a 
future meeting. We will have elections at our November 
meeting because there will be no business meeting at the 
annual December Holiday Party.
Toni Best Workshop: Jill discussed details of the 2-day 
workshop to be held October 13-14, with 8 members 
currently enrolled.  She also provided preliminary details of 
Lois Russellʼs workshop which will be February 16-18.  
Registration forms will go out within the next month by 
email, after final details as to workshop place, cost, etc., 
are worked out.
Pop-Up-Sale: Final details about our pop-up sale and 
exhibition in San Francisco on Friday, November 9 at 
Gravel & Gold (3266 21st Street, https://
gravelandgold.com) will go out in a BABM Membership 
email soon. The owner/curator has asked for at least 40 
sale pieces, which will remain on exhibit in the store 
through Thanksgiving. Five members have already 
indicated they will provide artwork.  The store commission 
is 40%. A discussion about the curator possibly getting 
photos of the pieces to be exhibited ahead of the show 
moved into a further discussion about how to size photos 

for submissions for curated exhibits, and the suggestion 
that we might have a future program on the mechanics of 
photographing our work. Nancy B shared the saga of her 
considerable shipping and insurance costs for her 
participation in the HGAʼs Small Expressions exhibit. Bob 
is in charge of arrangements for the Gravel & Gold 
exhibit.
Website Fee: Jutta raised the issue of whether, after 10 
ears of a free non-advertisement Wordpress website, the 
Guild wanted to pay an annual fee of $48 to continue ad-
free.  We unanimously voted to do this.
For the October meeting, members are asked to bring 
suggestions about programs they would like to see at our 
monthly meetings next year.  What skills would members 
like to be learning?  Once interests are identified, we will 
ask for members willing to teach that skill. Nancy B 
reminded us of fun we had with challenge baskets in the 
past, either where members were given a bag of materials 
to work with, or did a basket start, and passed it along to 
other members.  She also suggested that we might again 
have a field trip to see basketry, as we have done in the 
past with Dick and Beanyʼs African artifacts.  Jill recalled 
that Michele H had suggested that maybe we could 
arrange a visit to the Native American collection at UC 
Berkeley which Michele had recently visited.
Richmond Art Center: Carlene is waiting for a response 
from the Richmond Art Center regarding the opportunity 
for a BABM exhibit there.
Michelle S reported that the Northwest Basket Weavers 
will have their conference from January 16 to 20, 2019, 
outside Seattle, WA.  Jill reported on the northern 
California Native American display of baskets (about 25 
pieces) at San Franciscoʼs Randall Museum.  The baskets 
were chosen from the museumʼs collection by Julia Parker, 
her daughter Lucy, and her grand and great granddaughter 
— all of whom are involved in Randall Museum workshops 
in September.
Sharing included Lorraineʼs new design for a wrapped 
rock, reminding folks that more wrapped rock designs 
would be a good future program, and a small twined basket 
she had made with a design worked out on graph paper.  
Members commented that a design graphing project might 
also be a future program idea. Linda Tapscott presented a 
boat-shaped sculptural basket with a hexagonal weave 
over a paper mache form she had made in a class given by 
member Barbara Shapiro, as well as a loose weave kelp 
basket, and Flo showed us another award-winning Best in 
Show pine needle basket.  Gayle, who was our presenter 
for the program on full-turn twining showed us a creatively 
knotted fish she made from plarn (plastic bags cut in 
strips).
Submitted by Jill Stanton, Secretary

Bay Area Basket Makers (BABM) was founded as a guild in 1984 by Maxine Kirmeyer and Jude’ 
Silva to support and further interest in basketry as both a craft and art form.  The guild serves as a 
source of information and a means of communication among basket makers, providing inspiration 
and friendship.  We welcome basket makers of all levels and skill, from amateurs to professionals.

https://gravelandgold.com
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Minutes from October 6, 2018,
 Chatham in Oakland.

The meeting was called to order at 11:07 a.m. by 
President, Bob Darchi. Attendance: 12 members.
Treasurer's Report: Chris Johnson/Read by Jutta
Sept. General Account Balance"  1,999.94
Expenses: Bank Fee! ! !       (5.00)
Income: Dues for 2019! ! !      25.00
Total General Account Balance " 2,019.94
MK Teaching Fund ! ! ! 2,310.93
Total Cash Assets " " " 4,330.87

Janet Johnson and Lorraine Oller mentioned that they 
donate their teaching for our meeting mini-workshops. 
There was a discussion about how to account for their 
generosity if they aren't first receiving a fee and then 
donating it back.
Newsletter: The deadline for contributions to the 
November issue is October 15 and December 15 for the 
January 2019 issue. Jutta encouraged members to submit 
information.
Old Business: Bob reported that there was none.
New Business:
CNCH 2019: June 20-23, 2019, at Sonoma State 
University in Rohnert Park, California. Registration begins 
on January 15. Early Bird Registration is January 15 
to March 15. The Early Bird price for the conference is 
$635 for a shared room which includes workshop, lodging, 
parking, and meals. There isn't an option to stay off campus 
for a reduced rate. Two basketry workshops are being 
offered. A Wicker Weave Basket with Jerry Maxey and 
Nantucket Baskets with Joni-Dee and David Ross. Both 
workshops could be suitable for beginners. Materials Fees 
are extra. Bob handed out the CNCH Conference booklets 
titled "Fiber Therapy."
CNCH 2020 will be held on the San Francisco Peninsula.
Mini Workshops: Bob handed out a list of all the 
suggestions he compiled for our meeting day workshops, in 
order of people's preference. If you weren't at the meeting, 
Jutta emailed this list to us on 10/1/18.
Many people liked the idea of having workshops which 
extend over more than one session. There are 5 workshops 
that have volunteers to teach it, which are marked by 
an asterisk. In addition, Lorraine offered to teach 
Crocheting Around A Core, Eugenia offered to teach Bias 
Plaiting, Jutta offered to teach Neolithic Braiding, and Diane 
Besida offered to teach Kumihimo if members want that 
workshop focus again. Several versions of a Challenge 
Basket workshop were discussed. Eugenia shared 2 
samples of adorable mini wicker handled baskets using 
mostly flat reed. They are called Gift Card Baskets because 
they are sized to hold gift cards. She is willing to teach us 
how to make them at a future workshop!
Potlucks: Potlucks will continue for those that want to 
participate and contribute to them. There will no longer be a 

designated Hospitality person to set out the stored plates, 
utensils, napkins, and cups. Those who bring food to share 
are all asked to please be responsible for putting out the 
supplies needed to serve the food and then clean up and 
store the supplies at the end.
Officers for 2019: Bob passed out a list of BABM's Officer 
Positions. The Secretary position is Caroline Selfridge. At 
those meetings that Caroline isn't able to attend, the 
Alternate will be "Rotating" (whoever is attending and able 
to volunteer to step in to take meeting notes for the day). 
Only one CNCH Liason so Jutta will inquire with Joanie 
Soth to clarify if it's she or Eugenia.
Final approval and voting on the list of officers will be at the 
November meeting, which will allow for the December 
gathering to focus on the party and be free of a business 
agenda.
CNCH 2020 Basketry Teachers: Jutta was given a list of 
basketry teacher suggestions for CNCH 2020 which she 
will forward to Eugenia. (Jutta sent out an email on 10/1/18 
regarding this topic.) Flo Hoppe was one of the suggested 
teachers. Eugenia has already suggested Jill Choate, Patty 
Feathers (who has interesting reed basket patterns), Tony 
Stubblefield, and others.

Announcements: Eugenia shared that the 2019 NBO 
Conference is in Bowling Green, Kentucky. Registration is 
now open & Eugenia will be attending. It's 2-1/2 days of all 
basketry classes or basketry-related tours. Go to http://
nationalbasketry.org for more information. You cannot 
register online. You must mail in your registration.
Bob shared his current NBO Issue #72 which has an article 
featuring Flo Hoppe.
For those who remember Judy Bligh (a former BABM 
member, now living in Washington), Eugenia ran into her at 
an NBO conference!

Sharing: Sally Cahill offered books & embroidery floss for 
giveaway. Marilyn Erickson shared 2 plaited bottom 
baskets made from Watsonia. Linda Tapscott shared her 
wire mesh baskets & sculptural forms made from spray 
painted window screen, and a Hexweave/Random Weave 
basket. Michelle Sonnenfeldt shared a basket she made 
with yellow cedar and another with willow bark. Diane 
Besida shared the Kumihimo braids/bracelets she made.
Next Meeting: November 3, Mini Workshop at 
Chatham will be Grapevine Wreaths taught by Eugenia. 
Eugenia has 15 pre-made grapevine wreaths for attendees 
as well as some additional materials for decorating. Please 
bring whatever additional items you'd like to decorate your 
wreath. You may also bring other materials to create your 
own wreath base. If your materials need to be worked wet, 
please soak them ahead of time. Jutta will send out a 
materials list suggested by Eugenia.

Submitted by Diane Besida, Rotating Secretary

http://nationalbasketry.org/
http://nationalbasketry.org/
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LOCAL CLASSES & WORKSHOPS
November 10.  Melon Basket Classes at Handcraft 
Studio School in El Cerrito with Michele Hament. 
www.handcraftstudioschool.com

The Caning Shop, 926 Gilman Street in Berkeley, offers 
“open studio” space at $40 for 5 hours which can be 
spread over two days.  Contact Jim Widess 
800-544-3373.  www.caning.com.

One Day Workshops with Emily Dvorin in Sausalito.  
Check for Class Calendar.  http://www.emilydvorin.com/
class-schedule/class-schedule.

Charlie Kennard ongoing Basket-Weaving Workshops in 
San Anselmo. Contact:  charleskennard@comcast.net.

Events & Classes 2018
November 8–11.
Exploring Sprang with Carol James at the Mendocino 
Art Center.  http://www.mendocinoartcenter.org/Fall18/
James.html

Exhibits
Now through December 2:  Philippine textiles and 
basketry at the Mills Building, 220 Montgomery Street, in 
San Francisco.

2019 Events
January 16 to 20.  Weave in Winter.
Northwest Basket Weavers - Vi Phillips Retreat at 
Seabeck Conference Center, Seabeck, WA.  Registration 
deadline October 31.  Color brochure & forms available at 
www.nwbasketweavers.org

May 2–5 and October 3–6, 2019.
Western Pleasure Basket Retreat with Jill Choate in 
Sandpoint, Idaho, at the Western Pleasure Guest Ranch.  
Taking Reservations now at https://squareup.com/store/
western-pleasure-basket-retreat.

May 4 & 5.
Weekend in the Garden, Misti Washington Gourd & 
Basket Guild.  San Diego Botanical Garden. 
www.baskets-gourds.com

May.  Every May, the Great Basin Basketmakers hold 
their annual retreat at Zephyr Point Conference Center on 
Lake Tahoe.  Stay tuned for dates and classes: 
www.greatbasinbasketweavers.org

June 20 to 23.
CNCH 2019 on the campus of the Sonoma State 
University, Rohnert Park, California. www.cnch.org

July 16 to 20.
NBOʼs 10th Anniversary Conference on the campus of 
Western Kentucky University in Bowling Green, Kentucky.  
Full conference information at www.nationalbasketry.org 

September.  Every September, the Columbia Basin 
Basketry Guild holds its 5-day Annual Tidal Twinings 
Retreat at Camp Magruder on the Oregon Coast.  Stay 
tuned for dates and classes.  www.basketryguild.org

2020 Conferences
April 24–26.
Baskets & Gourds Containers of Our Culture 
Conference in Visalia.  Contact: Toni Best at 
tonibestbaskets@gmail.com.

July 24–30.  The 25th Conference of The 
Handweavers Guild of America (HGA) will be held 
in Knoxville, Tennessee, at the Knoxville Convention 
Center.  The conference hotel is the Holiday Inn Knoxville 
Downtown Worlds Fair Park. http://
www.weavespindye.org/

CNCH 2020 will be held somewhere on the San 
Francisco Peninsula.

2020 Basket Cruise – February 9–16.
The brand new “Celebrity Edge” will be departing Ft. 
Lauderdale and sailing to Puerto Rico, Tortola, and St. 
Maarten.  For questions contact Sandy at 262-497-5184.  
To book your cabin, contact Linda at Supertravel Palm 
Beach 866-878-8785; <supertrvl1@aol.com>;
http://www.basketweavingcruise.com/;
www.facebook.com/BasketWeavingCruise
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR
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BASKETRY RESOURCES
The Caning Shop, 926 Gilman Street, Berkeley.  Materials, 
classes, books, and more.  (800) 544-3373.  www.caning.com 
Royalwood, Ltd.  Retail and wholesale (on orders over $50) 
online.  Hard copy of catalog for $2.00 www.royalwoodltd.com 
Summer Meadow Basketry.  Good selection of natural 
materials–vine rattan, philodendron sheath, palm inflorescence, 
willow peel, regular and smoked reed, books, patterns, kits.  
(866) 517-2713 www.summermeadow.com 
Basket Class Basket weaving materials, classes, books, 
videos, free patterns.  (515) 285-2789 www.basketclass.com 
The Country Seat – Basket Weaving Supplies, Basketry, Reed 
& Chair Caning Seating. http://www.countryseat.com/
The Basket Makers Catalog. www.basketmakerscatalog.com/
Waxed Polyester Cord for knotters, basket makers, textile 
sculptors, fiber jewelry artists and more available in 75 colors 
http://knotmore.com/.

GOURD RESOURCES
The Caning Shop, 926 Gilman Street, Berkeley.  (800) 
544-3373 www.caning.com 
Welburn Gourd Farm, Fallbrook.  High quality, thick-shelled 
gourds.  (877) 420-2613 www.welburngourdfarm.com 
Davis Ranch in Sloughouse. Gourd Festival in September.  
http://www.davisranchproduce.com/
Amish Gourds – http://www.amishgourds.com/ 

BASKETRY CLASSES
The Caning Shop, 926 Gilman Street, Berkeley. (510) 
527-5010, www.caning.com.  Basketmaking Assistance and 
Open Studio Space at the Caning Shop, $40 for 5 hours 
which can be spread over 2 days. Thursdays and Fridays from 
12 to 6 p.m., and Saturdays from 10 to 2 p.m.
Emily Dvorin one-day workshops Saturdays, 10-4 p.m. at her 
studio # 205, ICB Building, 480 Gate Five Road, Sausalito.  
(415) 602-0131 www.emilydvorin.com or register through 
Sausalito Parks & Rec. Dept. (415) 289-4152, or San Anselmo 
Rec. Dept. (415) 258-4669, www.sausalito.recware.com 
Charlie Kennard Basket-Weaving Workshops 
charleskennard@comcast.net.
Orna Pascal – pine needle basketry – orna@ornapascal.com

WEBSITES
BasketMakers – Susie Nuss, Editor www.basketmakers.com
This not-for-profit website is a great resource and a 
comprehensive informational site for basket makers, basket  
artists, vendors of basketmaking materials, and all others 
interested in the art of basket weaving.  It has listings of 
basketry events, basketry by material and technique, basket 
makersʼ chat rooms, and a list of Calls for Entry to shows, 
conferences, exhibits, etc., seeking artists to participate.  Search 
by material type, either retail or wholesale (resale number and 
minimum purchase required).
National Basketry Organization (NBO) Quarterly Review with 
membership www.nationalbasketry.org 
Daily Basketry Blog by Carol Eckert – a visual record of works 
by basket & fiber artists from around the world.
http://contemporarybasketry.blogspot.com/.

A Measure of the Earth – a short video worth watching, 
featuring seven American master basket makers.
http://vimeo.com/72948043.
Seed Pods – an inspiration for basket makers.
http://www.pinterest.com/lisav7844/seed-pods/

BABM MEMBERS WEBSITES
Toni Best – www.tonibest.online
Lisé Marie Currie – http://www.lisecurrie.com/
Bob Darchi – www.darchiart.com
Emily Dvorin – www.emilydvorin.com
Stephanie Dwiggins – http://stephaniedwiggins.tripod.com 
Marilyn Erickson – http://marilynericksonart.com
Barbara Fast – www.CoastHighwayArtists.com
Rebeka Hansson – http://cargocollective.com/slojd
https://www.instagram.com/contemporaryslojd/ 
Janet Johnson – https://www.facebook.com/Janet-Weaves
Lynn Kelleher – www.basketsculpture.net
Orna Pascal – www.ornapascal.com
Liza Pike – http://www.lizacpike.com/
Amanda (Mandy) – Salm – www.amandasalm.com
Barbara Shapiro – www.BarbaraShapiro.com
Judé Silva – www.judesilvaartist.com
Linda Tapscott – https://www.ltapscott.com/

BASKETRY GUILDS WEBSITES
Bay Area Basket Makers Website
www.bayareabasketmakers.wordpress.com
Columbia Basin Basketry Guild 
www.basketryguild.org/
Great Basin Basketmakers
www.greatbasinbasketmakers.org
Los Angeles Basketry Guild 
http://labasketryguild.org/
Misti Washington - baskets and gourds
http://baskets-gourds.com
NBO (National Basketry Organization)–great gallery.
http://www.nationalbasketry.org!  NBO Facebook page
Northwest Basket Weavers–Vi Phillips Basketry Guild 
www.nwbasketweavers.org

NBO Website Resources
If you havenʼt checked out the NBO website recently, go 
to www.nationalbasketry.org, click the Resources tab and 
check out the section on “Techniques, Materials & 
More” where you will find videos, step-by-step 
instructions, and updates on a wide variety of subjects.
More information on National Basketry Events & Classes 
are also listed in NBOʼs Quarterly Review Magazine.

CNCHnet Newsletter www.cnch.org.  Conference of 
Northern California (CNCH) also lists Fiber Arts & 
Basketry Events on their website. www.cnch.org.

For the Willow Enthusiast – Great Videos
http://www.lakeshorewillows.com/about.html
https://vimeo.com/110037653?ref=fb-share

For the Love of Kumihimo. Great website and 
newsletter.  www.whataknit.com

SOURCES & RESOURCES
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