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“Basketmakers are the best people in the world.” —Maxine Kirmeyer

Susie Curtin



2019 BABM Board & Office Holders

President – Bob Darchi,
CO-president – Nancy Briemle
Secretary – Caroline Selfridge (with rotating alternate)
Treasurer – Chris Johnson
Membership – Lorraine Oller
Newsletter Editor – Jutta Frankie
Meeting Programs –Carlene Wolfe
Special Workshops – Jill Stanton
Bio Book – Jill Stanton
Website/Archive/Library – Jutta Frankie
Meeting Places
   Maureen Vasquez at Chatham in Oakland
   Jim Widess at The Caning Shop in Berkeley
CNCH Liaison – Eugenia Gwathney
NBO Guild Advisory Committee Representative – Bob Darchi
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Meeting Places, Directions, Newsletter Schedule, Website

BABM meets from 11 a.m. to around 3 p.m. on the First Saturday of each month except July and August.  The 
meeting consists of a business portion, potluck lunch, and program.  Guests and visitors are always welcome.
Meeting Places: Chatham Preschool, 4359 39th Avenue, Oakland (510) 531-1534.
Directions: From I-580: Take Hwy 13 north; exit at Redwood Road; at stop sign, turn left on Carson, then right on 
Aliso; drive five short blocks and turn left on 39th Avenue.
From Hwy 24: Take Hwy 13 south; exit Redwood Road; from middle lane, go straight thru light one block; turn right on 
39th Avenue.
Caning Shop, 926 Gilman Street, Berkeley (510) 527-5010.  Directions: From I-80: Take Gilman Street exit; turn right 
on 8th Street.  The entrance on 8th Street.
Twinings Newsletter is published five times a year January, March, May, September, November. Deadline for 
content submission to the Editor is three weeks before issue due date.  juttafrankie@att.net.
Websites: BABM – http://bayareabasketmakers.wordpress.com.   CNCH – www.cnch.org.

BABM Membership Form

Please fill out this form and mail with a check for $30, payable to BABM, to Chris Johnson, 205 Milo Place, San 
Ramon, CA 94583.  Membership year runs January 1 to December 31.  Meetings are usually on the first Saturday of 
the month, with no regular meetings in July and August.  BABM website www.bayareabasketmakers.wordpress.com.

New Member:_______    Renewing Member:_______      E-Newsletter:________      Paper copy:__________

Name   __________________________________________________________________________________
Address   ________________________________________________________________________________
City, State, Zip Code  _______________________________________________________________________
Telephone ______________________________         E-mail ________________________________________
Birthday (month & day) _____________________       Current Date _________________________________

BABM Website

We have an interactive website where you can 
post comments or send us emails.

You can also subscribe to receive notification of 
new posts.  Go to the website and click on 

“Email Subscriptions” and enter your email 
address.  There is no cost or obligation, and you 

can unsubscribe any time.
Do visit!

http://bayareabasketmakers.wordpress.com

Our website has been viewed by 134,817 
visitors from around the world!
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President’s Post
As you already know from previous emails we sent out, some of our 
members have said they are interested in exhibiting their work, but they are 
afraid it is not good enough. I understand that.  When I first joined BABM I 
felt the same way. I would look at things I made and all I could see were the 
flaws. It undermined my confidence. Then not long after I joined, we had a 
meeting and displayed two of Keiko Takeda’s baskets that are a part of the 
BABM collection. They were outstanding, beautiful, inspirational. I could not stop examining them 
and all of a sudden, I noticed a few places where there was what seemed to me to be a tiny flaw. 
Gasp! But they were still outstanding, beautiful, and inspirational. The tiny flaw was of no 

importance. Last week I went to see the current exhibit at the San Jose Museum of Quilts & Textiles as I describe in 
another article in this newsletter. There were so many beautiful pieces of art. However, the same thing happened. As I 
looked at them so closely, I realized some of them had what might be considered a flaw; for example, a place where there 
was a row of perfect stitches all perfectly aligned, but what is this? A few places where the stitch was out of alignment. Did 
this distract from the beauty of the piece? Not at all. I know we all strive for our pieces to be perfect. But what about that 
mistake you don’t notice until you are too far past it to undo the spot. Should you then decide this piece is not worth 
exhibiting? The Navajos believe that only god is perfect and that humans cannot be, so they purposefully include a tiny 
imperfection in their work. One of the main principles of Islamic architecture has the same belief. In Japan the concept is 
known as Wabi-sabi. Am I saying you should embrace the same philosophy and make sure you include a tiny 
imperfection? That is up to you. But I strongly believe we need to stop believing our work is not exhibit worthy. You all are 
creating work you should be proud of. –Bob Darchi

March 2 Meeting Workshop at Chatham in 
Oakland. “Beaded Bezel around a Cabochon”

with Bob Darchi.

	 There are several ways to make a beaded bezel. In 
our workshop we will use peyote stitch. I will bring 
completed bases since they have to be done in advance. 
I will also bring a selection of seed beads to use but you 
can bring your own if you prefer. Use either size 11 or 10. 
I will bring beading needles. If you want a prepared 
cabochon and beads, there will be a materials fee of 
$10. I will have 13 pre-made sets. If you prefer a set, 
please email me. The first 13 people get them. 
bobdarchi@yahoo.com

	 You should bring scissors, beading pliers (either flat 
nose or something similar). You will use these to pull the 
thread when you are having trouble getting the threaded 
needle through the bead so bring anything that works for 
you. I will have some scissors and pliers with me that you 
can use, but I won’t have enough for every person 
(promotes sharing).

	 We will cover how to make the first few rows needed 
to keep the cabochon in place. Then you can do more 
rows at home. In part 2 (September 14) we will cover 
how to complete the beaded bezel including covering the 
back. We will discuss ways to use the completed bezel.


If you prefer to make your own base, follow these 
instructions: Decide on how much bead stitching you 
plan to do around your stone. Again, for beginners, I 
suggest you plan on only a few rows since additional 
rows will make the second row of the bezel more difficult 
to complete. Place your stone on a piece of thin 
cardboard (like poster board) and draw a line around it 

that will allow for a few rows of bead stitching. Do the 
same on a piece of pellon (fabric used for interfacing). 
The cardboard gives it some substance and the pellon 
keeps the thread from tearing through the cardboard. 
Next glue the stone to the pellon and then glue the pellon 
to the cardboard. The domed side of the cabochon 
should be facing away from the pellon. Glue the flat side 
to the pellon. If you have a cabochon that is flat on both 
sides it does not matter what side you glue.  Set it aside 
for the glue to take hold.  This should be done at least a 
few hours before our workshop. The glue is not meant to 
be a permanent seal.  It is only there to hold the stone in 
place until you can complete your first few rows of the 
bezel.  What actually holds the stone in place is the fact 
that each row of the bezel will be a little smaller than the 
preceding row so that they are eventually tight enough 
that the cabochon cannot slip out. 
	 Unless you have done this before, I recommend 
using a round or oval cabochon. You can use irregular or 
rectangular shapes but I do not suggest it for beginners. 
Also use a cabochon that is not too high for the first 
attempt. After you have done it a few times you can try 
thicker cabochons—it just takes more time.




2019 BABM Membership Dues are Due.
Please note the membership fee is now $30. BABM no longer offer a Kelp Collecting 
Permit. Please send your check, payable to BABM, to our treasurer Chris Johnson, 205 
Milo Place, San Ramon, CA 94583, and indicate any changes in your contact information. 
The Membership form can be printed from Page 2 of this newsletter.
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Potential Invited Teacher Workshop. It is never too early to plan for great workshops. Several of our 
members have taken a broom making class with Bethany Ridenour and loved it. We are trying to gauge how many 
of our members would be interested in a BABM sponsored class with Bethany. Please respond to Jill Stanton at 
jillstanton9@gmail.com or to Jutta at juttafrankie@att.net.

Classes
Barbara Shapiro will be teaching “Put a Hex in It!” at 
the Mendocino Art Center, August 24 & 25. Click on 
this link to see the pieces and information on registration. 
http://www.mendocinoartcenter.org/Summer19/
Shapiro.html

“Let’s Have a Ball with Hex!” Walnut Creek Center for 
Community Arts, April 7. 9:30 to 4:00pm.  http://
www.communityarts.org/classes/decorative-fiber-arts

“Hanging Flower baskets” at Textile Arts Council, de 
Young Museum, San Francisco, May 4. http://
www.textileartscouncil.org/category/calendar/

April 6 Meeting Workshop at Chatham in 
Oakland: “Wrapped Rocks” with Chris Johnson.

Tools and Materials to 
bring: Rocks (stones); a 
stick and/or a small, long-
necked gourd; a small awl; a 
small towel; scissors; small, 
sharp basket clippers, and a 
small container for water to 
keep the binder cane damp. 
Chris will bring binder cane, 
glue, pieces of bamboo in 
different length and width.

CNCHnet Newsletter Contributions: Anyone may 
contribute articles to the CNCH online newsletter. They 
are always looking for articles and would like to hear from 
you. Contact CNCH Editor at www.cnch.org

BABM Library
Contact Jutta juttafrankie@att.net for the list of books if 
you want to check some out.  The list is also posted on 
our website.

Join NBO (National Basketry Organization) and receive 
the latest news on what is going on in Basketry 
nationwide. www.nationalbasketry.org/nbo-membership.
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Date BABM 2019 Meeting & Program Schedule

Date Program Instructor Place
January 5 Hex Weave Barbara Shapiro Caning Shop in Berkeley
February 2 Neolithic Braiding Jutta Frankie Chatham in Oakland
March 2 Beaded Bezel around Cabochon Bob Darchi Chatham in Oakland
April 6 Wrapped Rocks Chris Johnson Chatham in Oakland
May 11 Burkina Weave Terry Epstein Caning Shop in Berkeley
June 1 Looping/Knotless Netting Gayle Still Chatham in Oakland
July TBA Weave-In Day Potluck & Own Project TBA
August 8 to 13 Retreat/Nancy Briemle Host Own Projects Heidelmann Lodge/Donner
September 14 Beaded Bezel around Cabochon Bob Darchi Chatham in Oakland
October 5 Crocheting around a Core Lorraine Oller Chatham in Oakland
November 2 Bias Plaiting Eugenia Gwathney Chatham in Oakland
December 14 Holiday Potluck & Gift Exchange Chris Johnson Host San Ramon
_______________
Chatham, 4359 39th Ave., Oakland; Caning Shop, 926 Gilman St., Berkeley; Heidelmann Lodge, Donner Pass Rd., Norden.

CNCH NEWS—www.cnch.org 
Registration opened January 15.

The CNCH 2019 Conference will be at Sonoma State University campus in Rohnert Park from June 20 to 23.  The 
theme this year is Fiber Therapy.  This conference is oriented toward education and offers 2½-day workshops in a wide 
variety of fiber art, taught by very well-known instructors.  Class catalogs are out, and information is posted on the CNCH 
website.  Note: No purses or bags will be allowed in the conference cafeteria, participants are asked to have/make/
purchase a small 6x9” size bag to use at the cafeteria.  The total cost (including classes) is $635 for a double room, and 
$685 for single occupancy.  There is no option for just taking classes and staying off campus. Parking is free.

Jerry Maxey (see photo of class project) and Joni-Dee Ross 
have agreed to be the basketmaking instructors.

Joni specializes in Nantucket Baskets and is tailoring her 
class for beginners and advanced students. See her work on 
www.handmadencbaskets.com.

Task Assignments for Gualala Arts Center Show—September 2019
Pr: Randy Agee
Collect Forms & Fees: Lorraine Oller
Housing at Sea Ranch: Lynn Kelleher
Inventory Sheet: Lorraine Oller
Collect Art Work to take to GAC: Chris, Jill, Jutta
Bio Book: Jutta
Show Setup: Thursday, September 5 & Friday 6, which is also the opening from 5 to 7pm. Chris, Janet, Nancy 
B., Barbara F., Bob, Carlene, Lorraine, Jutta.
Reception Food purchase and Setup: Chris and helpers.
Takedown of Show, Monday, September 30. Volunteers still needed.
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CALIFORNIA STATE FAIR 
July 12 through 28, 2019 

ENTRY RULES 
The State Fair has a new entry method this year. For a 
full brochure please go to www.calstatefair.org. 
Registration for participation begins on March 4 to May 
7, 2019. You will need to go to the web site and create 
an account, using a credit card to pay entry fee, then 
upload photos of your item. The photos will be reviewed 
and you will be notified by email if your item is accepted 
for judging. You may then follow the procedure as 
before, deliver in person or by mail. Ensure you take in 
to account the entry and delivery deadlines. There are 
no exceptions to the rule. FULL INSTRUCTIONS ARE 
IN THE BROCHURE. 
Listed here are a few important dates and information 
for both baskets and gourds, and jewelry, quilting, 
knitting, crochet in a special event.

March 4—Entries Open Registration online.

May 7—Entries Close online at 11:59 pm & entry fees 
must be paid.

May 18—Shipped entries due and Hand deliver 
entries between 9am—5pm.

May 23—Judging.

May 29—Show Selection Notification.

June 1—Pick up non-selected entries 9am—5pm.

July 13—Awards Ceremony.

August 3—Pick up exhibits 9am—5pm.

August 10—Return shipped items.


The Bay Area Basket Makers awards $100 to the best in 
class for basketry. The last 2 years it was won by a 
basket maker from Sacramento for Pine Needle work. I 
have been the judge for the last 3 years, but am unable 
to do so this year. A few people I know who are basket 
makers were recommended for the position, the State 
Fair personnel is following up.

	 I am encouraging you to consider, rather quickly, to 
enter your baskets and gourds into competition. Your 
weaving is every bit as good as any I have seen in the 
fair over the years. I received awards years ago when 
baskets were considered AND OTHER CRAFTS. We 
now have our own division just for baskets.

Division 153: Basketry 
Class 1—Coiled/Knotting 

Class 2—Plaiting

Class 3—Twining

Class 4—Wicker

Notes for Division 153: 
	 a. Baskets may be made of any fiber. Baskets made 
of materials other than fiber, such as metal, may be 
entered in Adult Handcraft Department in Division 118—
Other Handcraft.

	 b. Sculptured Basket Weaving may be entered in 
each of the classes based upon the primary method of 

construction. Non-fiber materials may be used however 
sculptured work must be made primarily from the fiber.

Division 112: Gourds 
Class 1—Pyrography

Class 2—Painted/Colored

Class 3—Carved/Filigree

Class 4—Coiling

Class 5—Other Gourd Art

Notes and Special Rules for Division 112: 
	 a. Class 5: includes but is not limited to embellished, 
mixed media, masks, etc.


This year there are 2 special competitions, CRAFTS 
SPECIAL CONTESTS: Hope is in the Stars—$10.00 
per entry and Crafting a Brighter Future—$5.00 per 
entry. Special Rules included here are in addition to the 
Rules and Requirements and General Rules.

Division 223: Hope is in the Stars 
Concept: The star symbolizes a sense of hope, a light 
shining in the darkness. Artists have often found their art 
to be the best outlet to channel their fears and anxieties 
into beauty. Prentice Powell a well-known spoken word 
artist describes it best: “Close your eyes and think about 
your past and your future artist. How far you have come 
and how far you will go. Share your passion far and 
wide. Love your art. Love your passion for creating art. 
Dream big. Dig deep, deep down into the darkness of 
your colorful creativity and remember that without 
darkness stars cannot shine.”


Show us your interpretations of hope & light for the 
future. Give your best representations through any media 
of your choosing of your personal or mankind’s ability to 
come through the darkness and see the light of the Hope 
in the Stars!
Class 1—Handcraft related items 
	 a. Class 1 includes but is not limited to gourds, 
jewelry & bead art

	 c. Class 2 includes but is not limited to basketry

Please read the descriptions in the booklet. it is 
inspiring.

Crafting a Brighter Future—all entries will be 
donated to the applicable charity. Again, please read the 
brochure information. All of you knitters, weavers, 
crocheters, and quilters may be interested in applying 
here. Many of us, have our happy hands at home, in 
many areas other than basketry and gourds. Let the 
state know about your skills and accomplishments.  
Enter just to show or to win.  It is up to you to toot your 
horn, go for it.


Many areas oft his article are direct copies from the 
brochure.


—Eugenia Gwathney egwathney@aol.com



Minutes from January 5, 2019,
The Caning Shop

Meeting was called to order at 1am by President Bob 
Darchi. 24 attendees. Introductions, one new member.

Treasurer’s Report – Chris Johnson
November General Account Balance ……..1,380.47
Expenses
   November WS Fee      75.000
   CNCH Parking Fees    45.00
   NBO Donation           300.00
   Bank Fees                    15.00
   January Newsletter      43.67
   Website Fee                 48.00 ……………….(526.67)
Income — Dues …………………………...…..  940.00
Total General Account Balance ………..… 1,793.80
MK Teaching Fund ………………………..…  2,310.93
Total Cash Assets ……………….…….….....4,104.73

Newsletter: Submissions deadline for the March issue is 
February 15. Send to juttafrankie@att.net
Old Business:
Gualala: The Gualala event is the first weekend in 
September, with the opening on Friday, September 6. We 
need a commitment from everyone who needs housing at 
Gualala. If you need housing, please tell Bob by Saturday, 
January 12. Initial show of hands showed 7 people 
needing housing. Note that while Gualala is some months 
away, we don’t have meetings in July & August, so we’ll 

need to get volunteer signups for Gualala soon. Even if 
you’re not attending Gualala, please submit your artwork.
CNCH 2019: Registration opens on Tuesday, January 15. 
The basket classes will fill up quickly, so if you’re 
interested, you’ll need to sign up fast. Note that BABM 
had asked CNCH to offer more basket classes, and 
they’ve responded to our request, so please try to attend 
the conference.
Lois Russell class: The Lois Russell class is scheduled 
for President’s Day weekend, February 16-18. Please be 
sure to tell Jill ASAP if you can’t attend this class, since 
we have a wait list.
BABM’s pop-up show at Gravel & Gold is complete. 
The baskets got good visibility and one sold.
New Business/Miscellaneous: We should be looking for 
2019 shows and galleries where we can display our 
works. There may be some open gallery space in Mare 
Island in Vallejo; Orna will come back with more info on 
that. We may also have access to the Richmond Arts 
Center, and will get more info on that as well.  We should 
also be looking for new members for BABM. We have 78 
members but many people are not active in the guild.
Announcements: Barbara Shapiro will be giving some 
classes: a workshop on hex weave at the De Young 
Museum in May, and a class on hex weave at the 
Mendocino Arts Center the last weekend in August. The 
classes may not yet be up on their websites.

There’s a good show at the Pence gallery in Davis, 
including a basket by Emily Dvorin. https://
www.pencegallery.org/
Submitted by Caroline Selfridge, Secretary
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Minutes from February 2, 2019,
Chatham in Oakland.

Meeting was called to order by President Bob Darchi at 11 
a.m. with16 members in attendance and one visitor who 
joined BABM at the end of the workshop. Introductions 
were followed by the Treasurer’s Report submitted by 
Chris Johnson and read by Jutta.
Treasurer’s Report
January General Balance……………….$1,793.80
Expenses— Total …………….………….…(140.00)

January Workshop Fee ….75.00
Flowers for Curtin Family ..60.00
Bank Fees …………….…….5.00

Income — Dues ……………………….……395.00
Total General Account Balance …………2,048.80
MK Teaching Fund ……………………….2,310.93
Total Cash Assets …………………..……4,359.73
Newsletter submissions deadline is February 15. Jutta 
requested “Artist Bios” and/or “My Favorite Fiber” articles 
and information on upcoming exhibits, classes, shows, 
and photos of members’ works to share.

Sacramento State Fair. The guild has donated prize 
money. Eugenia would like members to donate work to 
the show as well so that our guild can get more public 
exposure and attract new members. We would then need 
someone to collect and bring the works up to the Fair as 
well as retrieve them after the show is over. Information 
about the Fair is online. A discussion followed about other 
possible County Fairs that would be closer to the Bay 
Area and therefore be more likely to attract possible new 
members. Alameda, San Mateo, and Santa Clara were all 
discussed. The idea of doing public demonstrations was 
also discussed as another way to attract new members. 
There was also some talk on how to literally show our 
guild name in various ways, as printed on winning ribbons, 
on prize notices, etc.
Gualala Art Center Show. Randy Agee asked which 
photographs to use for PR purposes. It was decided that 
he should select them from our website.
Volunteers Signup.
PR: Randy Agee
Collect Forms and Fees from Members: Lorraine
Housing: Lynn Kelleher
Inventory Sheet: Lorraine
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Susie Curtin 1942—2018.

We are deeply saddened by the sudden and 
unexpected death on December 30 of our dear 
friend and longtime guild member, Susie. She had 
a fun sense of humor and often surprised me with 
her dry, quick-to-the-point commentaries; she 
enjoyed a party, her friends, and Virgin 
Margaritas. You will be missed, Susie. —Jutta

I met Susie at a BABM meeting back when we 
were in Castro Valley. I don’t remember the year. She joined with other members of her Wednesday Girls group of 
knitters that meets in Livermore and Pleasanton. Nancy Briemle and Chris Johnson are also in that group. I joined them 
when I retired but now that I’m in Sacramento, I don’t get down there as often as I wish. I became friends with Susie 
when we were roommates at CNCH in Asilomar several years ago. We continued being roommates at other CNCH 
conferences and the Visalia Baskets & Gourds conferences. I also went to dinner with her and Larry after Wednesday 
Girls and visited on other occasions to work on projects. She helped me a great deal with my iPad and iPhone. The last 
time I saw her was at the Wednesday Girls Christmas party and it has given me a wonderful remembrance. I miss her a 
lot and will cherish the times I was with her. —Nancy J.

Randy and I became close to Susie and her husband Larry at Asilomar a few years ago. It turned out that Larry and 
Randy had several things in common, they both were avid non fiction readers and word smiths. We enjoyed a day of 
zooming around Monterey on Segway, merrily laughing at our clumsiness, and excitement of new found ability to move 
so quickly on these 2-wheeled machines. We were giddy like kids, 4 senior citizens zipping about. We also enjoyed 
dinners out and in and playing games with them. It was a real pleasure to spend time with them, a lovely couple. Larry 
was devoted and spent last summer caring for Susie when she was enduring her back and leg pain from an accident. 
With his tender loving care she had a full recovery and was back to her usual activities before Christmas. She was lively 
and sharing at the BABM holiday party. I learned of her demise when Larry texted Randy just before New Year’s Eve. I 
will miss her very much. So long Susie, my friend. —Eugenia

Collect Art Work to take to GAC: Chris, Jill, Jutta
Bio Book: Jutta
Show Setup: Chris, Janet, Nancy B, Barbara F, Bob, 
Carlene, Lorraine, Jutta. This involves setting up the show 
at the gallery on Thursday, September 5, and Friday, 
which is also the opening reception.
Reception Food purchase and Setup: Chris, et al.
Takedown of Show, Monday, September 30: This 
involves taking down all the unsold art work and bringing it 
to the October meeting unless it was picked up by the 
artists ahead of time. Volunteers still needed.
Please reply to Bob at bobdarchi@yahoo.com or to Jutta 
at juttafrankie@att.net if you can help or if you have 
questions.

NBO. Bob has been in contact with NBO (National 
Basketry Organization). The president of NBO would like 
to visit one of our meetings. Bob is now a member of the 
NBO Guild Advisory Committee. He has discovered that 
most of the guilds have the same problems that we have 
in attracting new members. One idea was to hold classes 
for new members. Another is to hold demonstrations in 
public venues to show what we do. San Mateo Makers 
Fair was mentioned as one possibility.

Mendocino Art Center was suggested as a possible 
venue for holding a guild show.  Bob will explore this 
further.

Peeta Tinay will be in the Bay Area and asked if the 
guild was interested in hosting a workshop. Jutta will email 
members to evaluate interest.

Michelle Sonnenfeldt shared multiple 
announcements including UCSF Mount Sutro Open 
Spaces Reserve map and guild; 2019 Classes offered by 
Friends of the Society of Primitive Technology; Coiling 
Convergence 2019; and an article “In Conversation with 
Landscape: Invasive Species for Fiber Art” in 
fiberartnow.net, winter 2014. She also mentioned 
ARTBIAS’s, A Gathering of Others, February 24.

Linda Tapscott shared her hex-reed with eucalyptus 
accents wall hanging. Terry Epstein. shared her New 
Zealand Flax basket from her Northwest Basket Weavers 
Retreat.

Meeting adjourned at 12:30pm., followed by potluck 
lunch, and Jutta’s Neolithic Braiding workshop. at 1pm.
Submitted by Carlene Wolfe, Alternate Secretary
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Tammy Slezak and I went back to the San Jose Museum of 
Quilts & Textiles to look at their current exhibition 
Excellence in Fibers, In Collaboration With Fiber Art 
Now Magazine. Before I write about this exhibit I just want 
to make sure you all know that Amy DiPlacido told me how 
pleased they were with our exhibit there. She also 
commented on how the whole staff was impressed with the 
turn out for our opening reception.

I thought this current exhibit was very exciting. There 
were so many ideas I had never thought of and there were 
several pieces that inspired me to incorporate techniques 
into my own work.

But the thing that hit me the most was a humorous 
connection between some of our work and the pieces on 
display. For example, we all know Flo is an exceptional 
pine needle basket maker. We know it and so does the 
world since she frequently wins prizes at competitions she 
enters. However, I wonder if Flo would even recognize this 
exciting piece by Jean Poythress Koon as one that 
includes pine needles. It’s hard to see them in this photo, 
but they line the opening between the zipper and the nails. 
For a better look at this piece, check the current Issue 73 of 
NBO magazine (page 23).

And what about Mandy who does such intricate and 
time consuming pieces with horse hair. This artist, 
Jayoung Yoon, uses her own hair! Amy said she works in 
a cycle; growing her own hair, shaving her head, then while 
creating pieces allowing time for her hair to grow back.

Unfortunately the current exhibit ends before this 
newsletter will be published but check out future exhibits at 
www.sjquiltmuseum.org.  —Bob Darchi

Empty Void 26 by 
Jayoung Yoon—New 
York based, Korean-
born artist known for 
using her own hair in 
her work. Acrylic 
medium on panel 8x8”. 
www.iayoungart.com

My Recent Visit to the San Jose Museum of Quilts & Textiles

Copper Fly Trap by 
Jean Poythress Koon. 
Copper, pine needles, 
zipper, waxed linen 
thread, straight pins; 
coiled, stitched, butane 
torched copper strips, 
assembled; 14x3x5”.  
http://
nationalbasketry.org/
jean-poythress-koon-in-
multiple-exhibitions/

In the Spotlight

Welcome New Members
Juliet Anderson and Ann Lawson of San Francisco, Sonya Provaznik of Walnut Creek,

and Catharine Summerfield Hana of Denison, Texas.

Barbara Shapiro’s work Unwrapping Memory is included in Order/Chaos, a members’ exhibit 
posted online by the Surface Design Association.  https://www.surfacedesign.org/
membergalleries/order-chaos/

____________________________________________________________________
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A Twining Marathon 
with Lois Russell.

For 2-½ days, 15 of us worked 
on our Lois basket wannabes, 
with and without bubbles, 
pouches, hunches, bunches, 
bulges, bumps, humps, lumps, 
bulbs, pop outs, tubers and on 
more sophisticate versions like 
protrusions, protuberances, 
nodulations, prominences, 
projections, deformations, 
intumescences, and gibbosities. 
And more fun to be continued at 
home.

The real Lois Russells. 



Local Recurring Classes & Workshops
The Caning Shop, 926 Gilman Street in Berkeley, offers 
“open studio” space at $40 for 5 hours which can be 
spread over two days.  Contact Jim Widess 
800-544-3373.  www.caning.com.

One Day Workshops with Emily Dvorin in Sausalito.  
Check for Class Calendar.  http://www.emilydvorin.com/
class-schedule/class-schedule.

Charlie Kennard ongoing Basket-Weaving Workshops in 
San Anselmo. Contact:  charleskennard@comcast.net.

Classes & Workshops 2019
April 23 & 14.  Two-day Pine Needle Basket Workshop 
with Nadine Spier at the  Borrego Springs Art Institute.  
Register at http://www.borregoartinstitute.org/Workshops
or contact Nadine at info@nadinespier.com.

April 27.  Weave a Soft Twined Basket with Charles 
Kennard at Point Reyes.  The material is a diminutive 
relative of tule known as “sweetgrass” among native 
weavers in the Pacific Northwest.  As well as being 
fragrant, it is strong and soft, and lends itself to a variety of 
weaving strokes and color treatments. Register online at 
www.ptreyes.org/field-institute/classes-date.

July 7—13. Traditional Cherokee Basketry, Taos Art 
School, Taos, New Mexico. www.taosartschool.org/
index.htm

Call for Entry
2019 Art in the Pearl Fine Arts & Crafts Festival in 
Portland, Oregon, features the artwork of artists from 
across the USA and Canada.  When: Labor Day 
Weekend.  See entry deadlines and application on http://
www.zapplication.org/

2019 Events
May 2–5 & October 3–6, 2019.
Western Pleasure Basket Retreat with Jill Choate in 
Sandpoint, Idaho, at the Western Pleasure Guest Ranch.  
Taking Reservations now at  https://
www.jchoatebasketry.com/pages/western-pleasure-
basket-retreat

May 4 & 5.  Weekend in the Garden.  Misti 
Washington Gourd & Basket Guild.  San Diego Botanical 

Garden. Registration now open at https://sdbgarden.org/
misti.htm.   www.baskets-gourds.com

May 5 to 8.  Great Basin Basketmakers Retreat at 
Zephyr Point Conference Center on Lake Tahoe. 
Registration and classes at http://
www.greatbasinbasketmakers.org

June 20 to 23.
CNCH 2019 Conference on the campus of the Sonoma 
State University, Rohnert Park, California. www.cnch.org

July 16 to 20.
NBO’s 10th Anniversary Conference – Tradition and 
Innovation in Basketry on the campus of Western 
Kentucky University in Bowling Green, Kentucky.  Full 
conference information at 2019 NBO Conference.

September.  Every September, the Columbia Basin 
Basketry Guild holds its 5-day Annual Tidal Twinings 
Retreat at Camp Magruder on the Oregon Coast. Check 
for dates & classes at www.basketryguild.org

2020 Conferences
April 24–26.
Baskets & Gourds Containers of Our Culture 
Conference in Visalia.  Contact: Toni Best at 
tonibestbaskets@gmail.com.

July 24–30.  The 25th Conference of The 
Handweavers Guild of America (HGA) will be held 
in Knoxville, Tennessee, at the Knoxville Convention 
Center.  The conference hotel is the Holiday Inn Knoxville 
Downtown Worlds Fair Park. http://
www.weavespindye.org/

CNCH 2020 will be held somewhere on the San 
Francisco Peninsula. Stay tuned.

2020 Basket Cruise – February 9–16.
The brand new “Celebrity Edge” will be departing Ft. 
Lauderdale and sailing to Puerto Rico, Tortola, and St. 
Maarten.  For questions contact Sandy at 262-497-5184.  
To book your cabin, contact Linda at Supertravel Palm 
Beach 866-878-8785; <supertrvl1@aol.com>;
http://www.basketweavingcruise.com/;
www.facebook.com/BasketWeavingCruise
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR

Bay Area Basket Makers (BABM) was founded as a guild in 1984 by Maxine Kirmeyer and Jude’ Silva to support and further 
interest in basketry as both a craft and art form.  The guild serves as a source of information and a means of communication 
among basket makers, providing inspiration and friendship.  We welcome basket makers of all levels and skill, from amateurs to 
professionals.
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BASKETRY RESOURCES
The Caning Shop, 926 Gilman Street, Berkeley.  Materials, 
classes, books, and more.  (800) 544-3373.  www.caning.com 
Royalwood, Ltd.  Retail and wholesale (on orders over $50) 
online.  Hard copy of catalog for $2.00 www.royalwoodltd.com 
Summer Meadow Basketry.  Good selection of natural 
materials–vine rattan, philodendron sheath, palm inflorescence, 
willow peel, regular and smoked reed, books, patterns, kits.  
(866) 517-2713 www.summermeadow.com 
Basket Class Basket weaving materials, classes, books, videos, 
free patterns.  (515) 285-2789 www.basketclass.com 
The Country Seat – Basket Weaving Supplies, Basketry, Reed 
& Chair Caning Seating. http://www.countryseat.com/
The Basket Makers Catalog. www.basketmakerscatalog.com/
Waxed Polyester Cord for knotters, basket makers, textile 
sculptors, fiber jewelry artists and more available in 75 colors 
http://knotmore.com/.
Maine Thread Company for waxed poly cord, cotton cord, tools, 
and 101 uses.  www.mainethread.comm.

GOURD RESOURCES
The Caning Shop, 926 Gilman Street, Berkeley.  (800) 
544-3373 www.caning.com 
Welburn Gourd Farm, Fallbrook.  High quality, thick-shelled 
gourds.  (877) 420-2613 www.welburngourdfarm.com 
Davis Ranch in Sloughouse. Gourd Festival in September.  
http://www.davisranchproduce.com/
Amish Gourds – http://www.amishgourds.com/ 

BASKETRY CLASSES
The Caning Shop, 926 Gilman Street, Berkeley. (510) 
527-5010, www.caning.com.  Basketmaking Assistance and 
Open Studio Space at the Caning Shop, $40 for 5 hours 
which can be spread over 2 days. Thursdays and Fridays from 
12 to 6 p.m., and Saturdays from 10 to 2 p.m.
Emily Dvorin one-day workshops Saturdays, 10-4 p.m. at her 
studio # 205, ICB Building, 480 Gate Five Road, Sausalito.  
(415) 602-0131 www.emilydvorin.com or register through 
Sausalito Parks & Rec. Dept. (415) 289-4152, or San Anselmo 
Rec. Dept. (415) 258-4669, www.sausalito.recware.com 
Charlie Kennard Basket-Weaving Workshops 
charleskennard@comcast.net.

WEBSITES
BasketMakers – Susie Nuss, Editor www.basketmakers.com
This not-for-profit website is a great resource and a 
comprehensive informational site for basket makers, basket 
artists, vendors of basketmaking materials, and all others 
interested in the art of basket weaving.  It has listings of 
basketry events, basketry by material and technique, basket 
makers’ chat rooms, and a list of Calls for Entry to shows, 
conferences, exhibits, etc., seeking artists to participate.  Search 
by material type, either retail or wholesale (resale number and 
minimum purchase required).
National Basketry Organization (NBO) Quarterly Review with 
membership www.nationalbasketry.org 
Daily Basketry Blog by Carol Eckert – a visual record of works 
by basket & fiber artists from around the world.
http://contemporarybasketry.blogspot.com/.
A Measure of the Earth – a short video worth watching, 
featuring seven American master basket makers.
http://vimeo.com/72948043.

Seed Pods – an inspiration for basket makers.
http://www.pinterest.com/lisav7844/seed-pods/

BABM MEMBERS WEBSITES
Toni Best – www.tonibest.online
Lisé Marie Currie – http://www.lisecurrie.com/
Bob Darchi – www.darchiart.com
Emily Dvorin – www.emilydvorin.com
Stephanie Dwiggins – http://stephaniedwiggins.tripod.com 
Marilyn Erickson – http://marilynericksonart.com
Barbara Fast – www.CoastHighwayArtists.com
Rebeka Hansson – http://cargocollective.com/slojd
https://www.instagram.com/contemporaryslojd/ 
Janet Johnson – https://www.facebook.com/Janet-Weaves
Lynn Kelleher – http://basketsculpture.net
Orna Pascal – www.ornapascal.com
Liza Pike – http://www.lizacpike.com/
Amanda (Mandy) – Salm – www.amandasalm.com
Barbara Shapiro – www.BarbaraShapiro.com
Judé Silva – www.judesilvaartist.com
Linda Tapscott – https://www.ltapscott.com/

BASKETRY GUILDS WEBSITES
Bay Area Basket Makers Website
www.bayareabasketmakers.wordpress.com
Columbia Basin Basketry Guild 
www.basketryguild.org/
Great Basin Basketmakers
www.greatbasinbasketmakers.org
Los Angeles Basketry Guild 
http://labasketryguild.org/
Misti Washington - baskets and gourds
http://baskets-gourds.com
NBO (National Basketry Organization)–great gallery.
http://www.nationalbasketry.org!  NBO Facebook page
Northwest Basket Weavers–Vi Phillips Basketry Guild 
www.nwbasketweavers.org

NBO Website Resources
If you haven’t checked out the NBO website recently, go to 
www.nationalbasketry.org, click the Resources tab and check 
out the section on “Techniques, Materials & More” where you 
will find videos, step-by-step instructions, and updates on a wide 
variety of subjects.
More information on National Basketry Events & Classes are 
also listed in NBO’s Quarterly Review Magazine.

CNCHnet Newsletter www.cnch.org.  Conference of Northern 
California (CNCH) also lists Fiber Arts & Basketry Events on 
their website. www.cnch.org.

For the Willow Enthusiast – Great Videos
http://www.lakeshorewillows.com/about.html
https://vimeo.com/110037653?ref=fb-share

For Love of Kumihimo. Great website and newsletter.  
www.whataknit.com

Hearst Museum Digital Portal. Collection of Indian Baskets. 
https://portal.hearstmuseum.berkeley.edu/.

SOURCES & RESOURCES


