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President – Bob Darchi,
CO-president – Nancy Briemle
Secretary – Caroline Selfridge (with rotating alternate)
Treasurer – Chris Johnson
Membership – Lorraine Oller
Newsletter Editor – Jutta Frankie
Meeting Programs –Carlene Wolfe
Special Workshops – Jill Stanton
Bio Book – Jill Stanton
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Meeting Places
   Maureen Vasquez at Chatham in Oakland
   Jim Widess at The Caning Shop in Berkeley
CNCH Liaison – Eugenia Gwathney
NBO Guild Advisory Committee Representative – Bob Darchi
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Meeting Places, Directions, Newsletter Schedule, Website

BABM meets from 11 a.m. to around 3 p.m. on the First Saturday of each month except July and August.  The 
meeting consists of a business portion, potluck lunch, and program.  Guests and visitors are always welcome.
Meeting Places: Chatham Preschool, 4359 39th Avenue, Oakland (510) 531-1534.
Directions: From I-580: Take Hwy 13 north; exit at Redwood Road; at stop sign, turn left on Carson, then right on 
Aliso; drive five short blocks and turn left on 39th Avenue.
From Hwy 24: Take Hwy 13 south; exit Redwood Road; from middle lane, go straight thru light one block; turn right on 
39th Avenue.
Caning Shop, 926 Gilman Street, Berkeley (510) 527-5010.  Directions: From I-80: Take Gilman Street exit; turn right 
on 8th Street.  The entrance on 8th Street.
Twinings Newsletter is published five times a year January, March, May, September, November. Deadline for 
content submission to the Editor is three weeks before issue due date.  juttafrankie@att.net.
Websites: BABM – http://bayareabasketmakers.wordpress.com.   CNCH – www.cnch.org.

BABM Membership Form

Please fill out this form and mail with a check for $30, payable to BABM, to Chris Johnson, 205 Milo Place, San 
Ramon, CA 94583.  Membership year runs January 1 to December 31.  Meetings are usually on the first Saturday of 
the month, with no regular meetings in July and August.  BABM website www.bayareabasketmakers.wordpress.com.

New Member:_______    Renewing Member:_______      E-Newsletter:________      Paper copy:__________

Name   __________________________________________________________________________________
Address   ________________________________________________________________________________
City, State, Zip Code  _______________________________________________________________________
Telephone ______________________________         E-mail ________________________________________
Birthday (month & day) _____________________       Current Date _________________________________

BABM Website

We have an interactive website where you can 
post comments or send us emails.

You can also subscribe to receive notification of 
new posts.  Go to the website and click on 

“Email Subscriptions” and enter your email 
address.  There is no cost or obligation, and you 

can unsubscribe any time.
Do visit!

http://bayareabasketmakers.wordpress.com

Our website has been viewed by 141,403 
visitors from around the world!

It has 163 Followers.

http://www.bayareabasketmakers.wordpress.com
mailto:juttafrankie@att.net
http://bayareabasketmakers.wordpress.com
http://www.cnch.org
http://www.bayareabasketmakers.wordpress.com
http://www.bayareabasketmakers.wordpress.com
http://bayareabasketmakers.wordpress.com
mailto:juttafrankie@att.net
http://bayareabasketmakers.wordpress.com
http://www.cnch.org
http://www.bayareabasketmakers.wordpress.com
http://bayareabasketmakers.wordpress.com
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President’s Post
I attended the 2019 CNCH Conference, and the class I took was wicker weaving taught by Jerry 
Maxey. I loved it. Sometimes I take a class, and I “don’t get it.” I get frustrated and don’t finish the 
basket. I did not finish my basket at CNCH either but for a totally different reason. I was enjoying 
the class so much that I did not want to rush. Sure I made some mistakes, but to quote Jayne 
Ogrodnik (who took a different class), “just realizing you made 
a mistake requires some mastery of the technique.” Everything 
clicked at this class and it didn’t matter if I finished the basket. I 
understood enough that I knew I would be able to finish at 
home. But the real purpose of this post is the inspiration from 
the class. I finished the three days feeling very fired up about 

the technique. I don’t plan on make the same basket again. I don’t want to copy the 
instructor’s work, but I want to use that technique in my own way. All the craft 
magazines I read always say that we should take classes because of how it reignites 
our passion. I know this is not news to you, but perhaps it is good to be reminded of 
this. Hopefully many of you will be able to participate in the various opportunities we 
have to take classes.  –Bob Darchi

Announcements — Reminders —— News

Attention 
The September Meeting & Workshop is on 
the 14th, which is the second Saturday in 

September, at Chatham in Oakland. 

Bob Darchi will continue with “Beaded Bezel 
around Cabochon” which was started in March. If 
you attended part one, you should bring your 
started project and tools: scissors, beading pliers 
(flat nose or something similar). Bob will have some 
scissors and pliers but won’t have enough for every 
person. If you did not attend part one, you can 
either simply observe part two or you can complete 
the instructions from part one at home and bring 
your partially completed project to the session in 
order to complete part two.

October 5 Meeting Workshop with Lorraine Oller at 
Chatham in Oakland.

Make a basket using a single-crochet stitch which will be 
done around a core material like paper rush, clothesline, jute 
cord, etc., or start a coaster, small basket, or an arty 
construction.
Lorraine will bring jute cord, clothesline, and some crochet 
hooks to use.  Bring your own: Yarn, string, raffia, etc., and 
a medium-size crochet hook.  And if you prefer, bring paper 
rush, or paper wire rush to use for a core.  Attached is a link 
to a good YouTube tutorial on how to start. https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZLP2cLJyMts&feature=youtu.be

Gualala Arts presents works by Bay Area Basket Makers at the Burnet Gallery from 
September 6 thru 29, titled Baskets & Gourds. Anything Goes. Opening reception 
Friday, September 6, from 5-7 pm at the Gualala Arts Center, 46501 Old State 
Highway, Gualala, CA. Weekdays 10-4 pm, weekends noon-4 pm. gualalaarts.org

The show coincides with Basket Patterns, an exhibit of graphic drawings by Eric 
Wilder, a member of the Kashia Band of Pomo Indians and grandson of Essie Parrish, 
the last spiritual doctor of the Kashia.

http://www.bayareabasketmakers.wordpress.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZLP2cLJyMts&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZLP2cLJyMts&feature=youtu.be
http://www.bayareabasketmakers.wordpress.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZLP2cLJyMts&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZLP2cLJyMts&feature=youtu.be
http://gualalaarts.org
http://gualalaarts.org
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BABM Meeting Potlucks. We will no longer have 
potluck lunches due to a lack of participation by most 
members. Please bring your own sack lunch to the 
meetings from now on.  Our annual Holiday Potluck in 
December will be the exception.

The Olive Hyde Art Guild is soliciting artists and 
craftsmen as participants in the 37th Olive Hyde Art 
Guild’s Holiday Show and Sale, December 6, 7 & 8, in 
Fremont.  The artist screening process will be held on 
Saturday, September 14 at the Olive Hyde Art Gallery in 
Fremont. For information & to apply, go to their website 
www.OliveHydeArtGuild.org or contact Roberta Moody at 
510 656-4809 at ArtistContact@OliveHydeArtGuild.org.

CNCHnet Newsletter Contributions: Anyone may 
contribute articles to the CNCH online newsletter. They 
are always looking for articles and would like to hear 
from you. Contact CNCHnet Editor Chang Lor at 
www.cnch.org


BABM Library.  Contact Jutta juttafrankie@att.net for 
the list of books if you want to check some out.  The list 
is also posted on our website.  http://
bayareabasketmakers.wordpress.com


Join NBO (National Basketry Organization) and receive 
the latest news on what is going on in Basketry 
nationwide. www.nationalbasketry.org/nbo-membership.


Deadline for HGA’s Certificate of Excellence (COE) in 
Basketmaking paperwork due September 2, 2020.  
http://weavespindye.org/certificate-of-excellence/


Call for Entry: Small Expressions, July-August 2020.  
Deadline: January 29, 2020. Exhibition showcasing 
works created using fiber techniques in any media.  
Handweavers Guild of America (HGA).  http://
weavespindye.org/calls-for-entry

BABM Artist Bio — Ann M. Lawson

I was born and raised in San 
Mateo, a Native Californian. It 
seems I can always remember 
learning to make and create things 
with my hands. My Grandmother 
taught me to crochet, knit, 
needlepoint, weave and quilt. My 
mother, a ceramicist and gardener, 
also taught me to sew and my 
father, an auto mechanic, showed 
me how things worked and how to 
tie a fly. The process and 

techniques of all these skills fascinated me; so, if I 
couldn’t find what I wanted, I made it.

In my career, I worked for big corporations like The Gap 
and Levis Strauss designing the in-store customer 
experiences and window displays. In 2000, I took a break 
from the corporate world and became a jeweler, building 
my own jewelry lines. I love using vintage found pieces 
and combining them with natural objects cast in metal.

I also studied Western Herbalism and in addition to 
plants healing properties, I was drawn to all the ways 
they could be used to dye and create textiles. Baskets 
seem like a very natural next skill to learn, and that is 
how I found the Bay Area Basket Makers.

Welcome new Member — Youngmi Angela Pak of Berkeley

http://www.olivehydeartguild.org/
mailto:ArtistContact@OliveHydeArtGuild.org
http://www.cnch.org
mailto:juttafrankie@att.net
http://bayareabasketmakers.wordpress.com
http://bayareabasketmakers.wordpress.com
http://www.nationalbasketry.org/nbo-membership
http://weavespindye.org/certificate-of-excellence/
http://weavespindye.org/calls-for-entry
http://weavespindye.org/calls-for-entry
http://www.bayareabasketmakers.wordpress.com
http://www.olivehydeartguild.org/
mailto:ArtistContact@OliveHydeArtGuild.org
http://www.cnch.org
mailto:juttafrankie@att.net
http://bayareabasketmakers.wordpress.com
http://bayareabasketmakers.wordpress.com
http://www.nationalbasketry.org/nbo-membership
http://weavespindye.org/certificate-of-excellence/
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http://weavespindye.org/calls-for-entry
http://www.bayareabasketmakers.wordpress.com
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Date BABM 2019 Meeting & Program Schedule

Date Program Instructor Place
January 5 Hex Weave Barbara Shapiro Caning Shop in Berkeley
February 2 Neolithic Braiding Jutta Frankie Chatham in Oakland
March 2 Beaded Bezel around Cabochon Bob Darchi Chatham in Oakland
April 6 Wrapped Rocks Chris Johnson Chatham in Oakland
May 11 Burkina Weave Terry Epstein Caning Shop in Berkeley
June 1 Looping/Knotless Netting Gayle Still Chatham in Oakland
July 20 Weave-In Day Potluck & Own Project Jutta’s in Berkeley
August 8 to 13 Retreat/Nancy Briemle Host Own Projects Heidelmann Lodge/Donner
September 14 Beaded Bezel around Cabochon Bob Darchi Chatham in Oakland
October 5 Crocheting around a Core Lorraine Oller Chatham in Oakland
November 2 Bias Plaiting Eugenia Gwathney Chatham in Oakland
December 7 Holiday Potluck & Gift Exchange Chris Johnson Host San Ramon
_______________
Chatham, 4359 39th Ave., Oakland; Caning Shop, 926 Gilman St., Berkeley; Heidelmann Lodge, Donner Pass Road, Norden.

CNCH LIAISON REPORT, JUNE 25, 2019,
by Eugenia Gwathney

Meeting took place at CNCH 2019, attended by all 
but one guild.

Treasurer’s report due to no conference in 2018, the 
organization is in the red, but this conference will put it in 
the black again.

CNCH 2019, although an alternate conference, is 
not required to make a profit, it will add to the coffers of 
the organization.

CNCH 2020 will be in the SF Bay Area, April 3-5, 
2020, at the Hyatt Regency Airport.  There will be 17 
classes offered.  “FINDING THE ARTIST WITHIN” is the 
theme.  Post cards and bookmarks are available.

Liaison Luncheon is September 21 at the Hyatt 
Airport.

CNCHnet EDITOR. The new editor is Shang Lor, of 
Oakland.

There will be a calendar on the website for guild 
resource sharing. Each guild may post program leaders 
who may want to teach in other guilds after teaching for 
original guild. Posting well in advance of your event is 
advised to generate interest in other guilds.
CNCH 2021 will be sponsored by the Central Coast 
guilds.

Tapestry Weavers West applied for membership to 
CNCH and was accepted. The group joins Area 3, the 
SF Bay Area guilds. Welcome to them. New Officers of 
the Administrative Council were named.  Joan Near is 
the Chair, and many staying in previous positions.

CNCH 2019 lingers …

My feelings about the 2019 CNCH Conference 
and the luck we had. Eugenia, Lynn Tapscott, Nancy B 
and I requested that our rooms be in the same fourplex. We 
were disappointed to find that Lynn was not with us, but every 
cloud can have a silver lining. It turned out that the fourth 
room in our pod was given to our instructor, Jerry Maxey. 
What luck! He and his wife were very nice, and I think it 
contributed to my enjoyment of the conference. Here is a 
picture of us standing outside our unit.  —Bob Darchi

l-r: Nancy B, Jerry’s wife Sally, Jerry, Eugenia & Bob.

http://www.bayareabasketmakers.wordpress.com
http://www.bayareabasketmakers.wordpress.com
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Rags into Wedges 
Quirky Tapestry with Deborah Corsini at CNCH. 
Several months ago a weaving buddy in Ft. Bragg 
suggested that she and I go to CNCH together, but I had 
already decided against it before her call. Then it occurred 
to me that because City College of San Francisco had 
canceled their weaving program, that I had better figure 
out other ways of being inspired in my weaving. Thus I 
chose to revisit my study of the tapestry technique known 
as Wedge Weave taught by Deborah Corsini, who was 
taught by Martha Stanley of Santa Cruz. I had fallen in love 
with the technique years ago when I studied with Deborah 
on a 4-harness loom at Richmond Art Center.

Wedge weave was briefly done by Navajo weavers 
between 1870 and 1890. Because this weave uses a 
diagonal weft, it takes less time to complete a project than 
the traditional perpendicular tapestry technique. The 
scalloped edges caused by the change in the diagonal 
weft directions were frowned upon by consumers, and 
blanket and rug sales dropped. Thus, weavers stopped 
using the diagonal technique and returned to the traditional 
perpendicular method of tapestry weaving.

Martha Stanley was introduced to Navajo wedge 
weave pieces which she analyzed, then wove her own 
designs, and eventually taught.

Before leaving for CNCH at Sonoma State University, I 
went through my stash of wool and threw out mildewed 
yarn and then separated the colors. I could not decide on a 
color theme, so I bagged it all up including old bathing 
suits and plastic bags to cut into strips for weft.

The colors of my 3 most recent floor loom pieces are 
black and white, black and natural, and all natural. It 
should have come as no surprise when in Deborah’s class 
I found myself gravitating toward hot pink and other yarns 
of similar value. Deborah’s explanations, diagrams, and 
slides were very effective. It sounded new to me, but my 
muscle memory quickly kicked into gear. I find the 
scalloped edges attractive and an interesting challenge to 
create effectively. Thus began my wild and wooly 
adventure with wedge weave 2019. I was exhausted and 
exalted. Whether you repeat a technique that is hiding in 
the back of your mind or you study a new technique, 
designated time surrounded by fiber artists is wonderfully 
inspirational and worth every moment and penny.
Many thanks to Diana in Ft. Bragg!  —Jayne Ogrodnik

Sample piece from the class.

Memories of the NBO Conference
I really enjoyed the workshop I took which focused on twining. However, I am writing about the exhibits I attended. The 
biggest exhibit was “Basketry Now” which was a juried show featuring many of the well-know basket makers we hear so 
much about. Some of our own members were a part of this exhibit, including Juliet Anderson, Toni Best, Emily Dvorin, 
Mandy Salm & Barbara Shapiro. There was also a non-juried exhibit open to all conference attendees; BABM members 
were Toni Best, Bob Darchi, Emily Dvorin, Eugenia Gwathney & Mandy Salm. I thought the work in the non-juried exhibit 
was very exciting and showed the wide variety of techniques in basket making. Here are photos of the BABM work. I did 
not take close up photos because I wanted you to see how they were displayed.  —Bob Darchi

Eugenia Bob Emily Mandy Barbara

http://www.bayareabasketmakers.wordpress.com
http://www.bayareabasketmakers.wordpress.com
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NBO 2019 at Bowling Green, Kentucky.
Being in Bowling Green this July for the National 

Basketry Organization (NBO) Conference was an 
empowering time. So many well respected, talented 
weavers, makers of baskets were in attendance. The 
opportunity to take instruction from an envied teacher, 
was paramount for several of the attendees. I opted to 
take the Great South Central Kentucky Basket and 
History Tour. Scott Gilbert of the ”Basket Makers 
Catalogue” was the guide with unending, interesting 
information about the basket traditions & makers of White 
Oak Basketry.

California had 25 makers in attendance, 8 of them 
from BABM. Kentucky sent 14, and Washington had 10 
representatives, and 8 from New York, North Carolina, 
and Massachusetts. Lissa-Jane deSailes traveled from 
Australia to be the farthest in attendance. Some of us had 
only met on Facebook, others at previous NBO 
conferences, in any event friendships renewed and made. 
Basketry the common interest, bonding us in a life long 
endeavor to learn, teach and ensure the continuation of 
an ancient skill.

If you have seen the line up of teachers, you know 
there were classes in every technique. No matter your 
style, a class was available to further improve your skills. 
Coiling sweet grass and pine needles, plaiting paper and 
river cane, Japanese basketry, white oak, twining, wicker, 
and sculptural animal form wrapping. A complete and 
diverse line up of classes.

As for the tour, we were 7 with Scott Gilbert. The most 
impressive collection of white oak baskets is housed in 
the medical offices of Dr. Middleton, a family practice 
physician in Munfordville, Hart County, KY. He purchases 
the First, Second and Third place winners in the Hart 
County Fair white oak basket competition every year. It 
seemed there were 1,000 baskets to see. Most woven by 
very prominent makers. Google, White Oak basketry, 
check out what you find.

Shaker basketry is a local craft. A visit to a 600 acre 
Shaker village to tour the well preserved buildings, 
see the artifact collection and a demonstration of 
preparation of white oak for weaving filled a day. 
Downing Museum houses a collection of 
paintings by a local Bowling Green artist, Joe 
Downing. A special exhibit was on display 
featuring local basketry, clay and wood artists.

The rest of our activities covered local history. 
The Aviation Outdoor Park had 7 aircraft from 
various military campaigns. What was special 
about these, was not the planes themselves but 
the pilots. All the pilots were from the local 
counties. Some very high ranked officers, who 
were involved in the national military events over 
the last 50 yrs, were the stars here. The planes 
are located, bought, and brought to Bowling 

Green and repaired and maintained by many of those 
same officers. The history of each man’s journey is told by 
docents, all military pilots. Such a moving experience.

Of course, we visited the Kentucky Museum on the 
campus of Western Kentucky University to see the 
“Basketry Now” exhibit. Additionally we viewed the 
Coverlet exhibit, and the archived baskets; learning about 
various family weavers, like the Bow sisters, who used 
double ribs in their baskets to make them stronger for use 
in the fields. I think I earned an AA degree in local white 
oak basketry. Such fun, but very hard work, cutting a tree 
and processing into splints for weaving. Then actually 
weaving a beautiful, sturdy basket.

After the conference, I remained in Kentucky for a few 
more days. A second visit to the Leroy Alvey General 
Store was specifically to find a basket to bring home. Lots 
of baskets were hanging from the rafters, I chose one that 
was collected by Mr. Alvey some time ago. It is a white 
oak work basket of about 40-50 yrs old. Verified and 
identified by Scott Gilbert.

Scott and Beth Hester’s business, The Basket Makers 
Catalogue, is based in Scottsville, KY. I took a detour on 
the way to Nashville to visit Scott & Beth at the business. 
The business has a wood shop, warehouse, photography 
area, shipping desk, class room and kitchen. Besides the 
two of them, two other people work at the business. They 
shared some of their visions and plans. It was a down-
home southern experience. The country side is lush, 
green and quiet. The towns are bustling. The feeling of 
the south is comfort and home. I’d like to go back.

The next NBO conference will most likely be in the 
Eastern region of the US. If at all possible I recommend 
you go. Rubbing elbows with the basket community is 
good for the soul and re-energizes your spirit. This was 
my Fourth conference. This year was the 10th 
conference, meaning NBO is 20 years old. If you don’t 
belong, join now. It is worth it!  www.nationalbasketry.org/
nbo-membership.  —Eugenia Gwathney

Leona Wadell & Beth Hester

http://www.nationalbasketry.org/nbo-membership
http://www.nationalbasketry.org/nbo-membership
http://www.nationalbasketry.org/nbo-membership
http://www.nationalbasketry.org/nbo-membership
http://www.bayareabasketmakers.wordpress.com
http://www.bayareabasketmakers.wordpress.com
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When Japanese basket maker Tanabe Chikuunsai IV 
visited the Asian Art Museum to create a huge and 
dramatic installation in May, I attended his opening 
evening lecture and a half-day workshop. Both events 
were very well attended. The installation called 
Connection (see photo 1) (May 31-Aug 25) took 
Chikuunsai and his three apprentice assistants two 
weeks to create using 8,000 pieces of Tiger Bamboo 
(see photo 2). It took Chikuunsai two years to prepare all 
this bamboo, and after each installation is disassembled 
there is about 10% that is damaged and must be 
replaced.  After San Francisco, he will have an exhibit in 
Tokyo, and will install site-specific exhibits inTurkey and 
Hong Kong.

Three years after his father passed away in 2014, 
Tanabe Shōchiku took the family artist name becoming 
Chikuunsai IV. His lecture related the story of his four-
generation lineage as a basket maker which collectively 
comprises 120 years of experience.

Tanabe’s great grandfather presented his work to the 
Taisho Emperor in Osaka in 1914 and was the first 

bamboo artist to have a solo exhibition. His style came 
from the traditional, ornate Chinese style. He liked to use 
old arrow bamboo, bamboo roots for handles and 
sometimes random weave as well as complex formal 
plaiting.

Grandfather Chikuunsai II started making baskets at 
5 years old. He favored open hexagonal weave and was 
among the first to be known for “Japanese style” baskets.

Tanabe’s father emphasized bamboo’s straight 
quality, sometimes in contrast to circular elements. He 
often worked with strong, thin pieces of old arrow 
bamboo.

Tanabe Chikuunsai IV emulates elements of all three 
of his ancestors in his work: the random weave of his 
great grandfather, the open work of his grandfather, and 
the straight lines of his father. With all this legacy, he 
creates something new in his own style. His work has 
evolved through the years in several styles. He has also 
collaborated with others including recently with a 
technology scholar from Harvard. He now uses computer 
graphics and modeling with mathematical algorithms to 

Tanabe Chikuunsai at the Asian Art Museum
by Barbara Shapiro

Exhibits at Highfield Hall & Gardens - thru October 31.
This past June, my husband and I were visiting friends in Martha’s 
Vineyard. We had been planning a day trip to Woods Hole, and, 
following an email from Fiber Art Network, we decided to visit Highfield 
Hall & Gardens in Falmouth, Massachusetts. It was a cool, bright day, 
and the dogwoods and hydrangea were in full bloom. Highfield is a 
gorgeous place; an elegant mansion from the 1870s, with lovely 
gardens and lawns. Although the exhibit, Unbound: Contemporary 
Rope Art, was not yet fully up, they let us take a quick look at the few 
pieces that were hung on the house walls. And on the front lawn, a 
fantastic new piece by Patrick Dougherty called A Passing Fancy. If 
any of you are in the area, it’s really worth a visit. https://
highfieldhallandgardens.org/.  —Caroline Selfridge

Willow installation by Patrick Dougherty.Samples of Unbound: Contemporary Rope Art exhibit.
Detail: Knotting technique.

http://www.bayareabasketmakers.wordpress.com
https://highfieldhallandgardens.org/
https://highfieldhallandgardens.org/
http://www.bayareabasketmakers.wordpress.com
https://highfieldhallandgardens.org/
https://highfieldhallandgardens.org/


capture in bamboo the essence of rotation in motion. 
Tanabe says, “The family tradition is to challenge. The 
tradition will die off if not challenged.” His amazing 
installation work and art baskets carry on this tradition. His 
art baskets take about two months, working every day. We 
own one of these from 2013 purchased at the Tai 
Contemporary Gallery. He says he used to take a year to 
complete an art basket (see photo 3) but now he has three 
children to feed!

Tanabe related that there are 1,200 types of bamboo 
(see photo 4) worldwide and 600 to 800 varieties in Japan, 
of which only 20 are used by bamboo artists. These 
include: Mandake or Timber bamboo which is cultivated; 
Tiger bamboo whose prized, mottled pattern is only found 
in Kochi; Black bamboo that is naturally dark; highly prized 
Sudake, also called Hōbichiku, or smoked bamboo which 
gets its color by being exposed for many decades as 
rafters in the ceilings of traditional Japanese homes with a 
central fire stove for heat and cooking; Tortoise bamboo 
which grows in short bulbous culms and cannot be split; 
and Sesame seed bamboo which gets its pattern of tiny 
dots from fungus caused by drops of water that fall on the 
bamboo when other bamboo is cut. There are forests of 
some types of bamboo that flower every 80 to 100 years 
and then the whole forest dies. One such event is due to 

happen soon in Japan. The oldest extant Japanese basket 
is 2,500 years old. It was found in Korekawa, a Jomon-
period archeological site.

In the workshop, we each got 8 pieces of outer 
bamboo and 8 inner pieces (without the shiny surface.) We 
plaited a simple over under square with these 16. We tied 
the 4 corners using tiger bamboo patterned paper twist ties 
from Japan! Next we tucked in half of the elements on 
each side creating a flat, 4-lobed flower shape. Then we 
were shown some examples and encouraged to come up 
with a theme and create an individual finished basket (see 
photos 5 & 6). All 30 participants including two young girls 
made lovely creations. We each received a small cut culm 
of bamboo for water, a kenzan (frog) and a nice selection 
of flowers to complete the work with ikebana. What a great 
afternoon! (see photo 7).

See the Tai Modern Gallery and the Met websites for 
examples: https://taimodern.com/artist-landing/?
artistId=131307;  https://blog.sculpture.org/2017/08/02/
tanabe-chikuunsai-iv-at-the-metropolitan-museum-of-art/ 
and Charissa Brocks travel blog on her trip to meet 
Chikuunsai: https://www.charissabrock.com/studio-visit-
tanabe-chikuunsai-iv/.
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  Photo 1, Installation,       Photo 2, Tiger bamboo,        Photo 3, Art Basket,              Photo 4, Different types of bamboo.

Photo 7, Tanabe Chikuunsai VI (left) & Koichiro Okada from the Tai 
Modern Gallery with 6 student baskets, Barbara’s is on the right.

Photo 5, Basket Base. Photo 6, Barbara’s 
basket.
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Minutes from May 11, 2019,
The Caning Shop in Berkeley

Meeting was called to order by President Bob Darchi at 
11:05 a.m., with12 members in attendance.
Introductions were followed by the Treasurerʼs Report read 
by Jutta for Chris Johnson.
April General Account Balance 2,225.13
Expenses
   April Workshop Fee 75.00
   Bank Fees (2 mos.) 10.00
   May Twinings Newsletter 26.08  (111.08)
Income from Dues     90.00
Total General Account Balance 2,204.05
MK Teaching Fund 2,253.93
Total Cash Assets 4,457.98
Newsletter submission deadline is August 15.
Old Business
Sacramento Fair: Jutta reminded everyone that the May  
Newsletter contains deadline dates and information on the 
Fair. Betsy and Eugenia have volunteered to pick up the 
baskets at the end of the Fair, but a written form must be 
submitted to the Fair authorities by each person who 
would like Betsy or Eugenia to pick up their baskets.
CNCH 2019 Conference: Nancy & Bob are the only two 
members at the meeting going to the CNCH Conference. 
Bob listed a few workshops that are still available if 
anyone is interested. CNCH is still looking for basket 
donations for their scholarship fundraiser.
Gualala Exhibit: Bob emphasized that we still don’t have 
a volunteer to pick up baskets at the end of the show. Bob 
passed out “Entry Information” forms that need to be filled 
out and submitted with the baskets. Bob can email these 
forms to anyone who needs one. Also, if anyone still needs 
housing, please let Bob know. Bring basket(s) for the show 
to the June 1 meeting at Chatham in Oakland and July 20 
Weave-In Day at Jutta’s in Berkeley for transport 
arrangements to Gualala. Those are the last 2 meetings 
before the September exhibit. Nancy B. reviewed the 
eating plans for the weekend: Thursday dinner out, Friday 
reception from 5-7pm, and Saturday is a Pot Luck dinner.
New Business
Bob informed us that we have been accepted for an 
exhibit in the Nichols Gallery at the Mendocino Art Center 
next year. The schedule is as follows: Installation, June 30; 

Reception July 11 from 5:00pm to 8:00pm; Take Down is 
August 3 from 11:00am to 4:00pm. Bob encouraged 
members to start weaving since we have only 14 months 
to the show date.
BABM Weave-In Day is July 20 at Jutta’s house.
The BABM Holiday Party at Chris’s house is now set 
for the first Saturday, December 7, 2019.
Jill shared her research on future workshops: She sent 
emails to several prospective teachers and received a 
positive response from Barbara Walker who teaches Ply 
Splitting. A two-day workshop would cost approx. $190 per 
participant. Joan Babcock also expressed interest in 
teaching a workshop. Joan’s focus is on jewelry and 
knotting. A two-day workshop would cost approximately 
$125 per participant. Deb Curtis teaches Birch Bark, 
Cedar Bark, and/or Willow Bark and would love to teach a 
workshop. She will send Jill a proposal by the end of May. 
Once Jill receives this proposal, Jutta will send out a 
notice to members with more detailed information on all 
these possibilities to check our interest level.
We will start selecting next year’s meeting workshops at 
the October BABM meeting.
It was suggested that we ask Caroline if she would be 
interested in teaching a class next year on what she 
learned at the May Misti Washington “Weekend in the 
Garden” retreat in San Diego.
Jill suggested that we update our website with newer 
work. Jutta encouraged members to submit photos
Announcements —Jim handed out a flyer from the Asian 
Art Museum about Tanabe Chikuunsai IV, a Japanese 
bamboo artist who will have an exhibit at the Museum. Jim 
also mentioned that he received a call from a woman who 
is looking for someone who would like to make some 
custom baskets for her business (restaurant?) She is 
looking for wine decanters and bread baskets. Her contact 
information is: Sarah 434-989-2456.
Nancy B. said the Great Basin Basketmakers Retreat was 
a very good value at the Zephyr Point Conference Center 
in Lake Tahoe at $290 for 3 nights room, board & classes.
Sharing — Gail, Bob, & Jutta shared their baskets.
Meeting adjourned at 12:05 followed by lunch and Terry’s 
Burkina Weave workshop at 1:00. Jim very generously 
contributed the materials for the class.
Submitted by Carlene Wolfe, for Caroline S., Secretary.
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Minutes fromJune 1, 2019, Chatham in Oakland.
Meeting called to order 11am by Bob Darchi. 19 present.
Treasurer’s Report by Chris Johnson
May General Account Balance 2,204.05
Expenses - Bank Fee       (5.00)
Income - Dues      60.00
Total General Account Balance 2,259.05
MK Teaching Fund 2,253.93
Total Cash Assets 4,512.98
Gualala is coming up – reception September 6. It’s been 
a great event for us, so please consider entering. Gallery 
takes only 30% commission.

We’ve been doing more to connect with NBO. Bob is on 
the NBO Guild Advisory Committee.
Remember the Heidelmann retreat is coming up on the 
second weekend of August.
We discussed possible classes for the group. Please 
make suggestions if you have any ideas.
Reminder, the Visalia Conference is on the 4th weekend 
of April 2020; it’s a good event with good classes.
Meeting adjourned for lunch followed by knotting workshop 
with Nancy Briemle.
Submitted by Caroline Selfridge, Secretary
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Local Recurring Classes & Workshops
The Caning Shop, 926 Gilman Street in Berkeley, offers 
“open studio” space at $40 for 5 hours which can be 
spread over two days.  Contact Jim Widess 
800-544-3373.  www.caning.com.

One Day Workshops with Emily Dvorin in Sausalito.  
Check for Class Calendar.  http://www.emilydvorin.com/
class-schedule/class-schedule.

Charlie Kennard ongoing Basket-Weaving Workshops in 
San Anselmo. Contact:  charleskennard@comcast.net.

Classes & Workshops
August 24 & 25.  Barbara Shapiro is 
teaching “Put a Hex in It!” at the 
Mendocino Art Center,. http://
www.mendocinoartcenter.org/
Summer19/Shapiro.html


September 13 to15. 
Pine Needle Basketry 
with Carolyn Zeitler at the Mendocino 
Art Center.  http://
www.mendocinoartcenter.org/Fall19/
Zeitler.html

September 13 to 15. Silver State Art Festival, Fuji Park, 
Carson City, NV. Register www.nevadagourdsociety.org

Classes at Handcraft Studio School in El Cerrito.
http://www.handcraftstudioschool.com/workshops.
October 18&19. Broom making with Bethany 
Ridenour.
November 3.  Melon Baskets with Michele Hament.
November 16&17. Basketry with Peeta Tinay (waiting list).
February 15&16, 2020. Basketry with Peeta Tinay.
All classes are limited, sign up early!

Events
October 3—6. Western Pleasure Basket Retreat 
with Jill Choate in Sandpoint, Idaho, at the Western 
Pleasure Guest Ranch. Taking Reservations now at  
https://www.jchoatebasketry.com/pages/western-pleasure-
basket-retreat

September 11—15. The Columbia Basin Basketry 
Guild holds its 5-day Annual Tidal Twinings Retreat at 
Camp Magruder on the Oregon Coast. Register by June 
29.  www.basketryguild.org.  View the 2019 Retreat 
Brochure here.

2020 Events
April 24—26.  Baskets & Gourds Containers of 
Our Culture Conference in Visalia. Contact: Toni 
Best at tonibestbaskets@gmail.com.

July 24—30. The 25th Conference of The 
Handweavers Guild of America (HGA) will be held 
in Knoxville, Tennessee, at the Knoxville Convention 
Center. The conference hotel is the Holiday Inn Knoxville 
Downtown Worlds Fair Park. http://
www.weavespindye.org/

CNCH 2020 Conference. April 3-5 at the Hyatt 
Regency San Francisco Airport. 17 classes are 
offered. “FINDING THE ARTIST WITHIN” is the theme. 
Postcards and bookmarks are available.  CNCH sponsors 
an annual conference for handweaving related fiber arts.  
In even numbered years, a full conference is hosted, 
featuring seminars, workshops, exhibits, shows, and a 
marketplace. In odd numbered years, an alternative 
retreat-style conference is hosted, where the offerings 
vary. CNCH.org

Western Pleasure Basket Retreat May 7-10, 2020, 
in Sandpoint, Idaho, at the Western Pleasure Guest 
Ranch with Jill Choate. Taking reservations now. https://
www.jchoatebasketry.com/pages/western-pleasure-
basket-retreat.

2020 Basket Cruise.  February 9–16.
“Celebrity Edge” will be departing Ft. Lauderdale and 
sailing to Puerto Rico, Tortola, and St. Maarten. Contact 
Sandy at 262-497-5184. To book your cabin, contact Linda 
at Supertravel Palm Beach 866-878-8785; 
<supertrvl1@aol.com>;
http://www.basketweavingcruise.com/;
www.facebook.com/BasketWeavingCruise
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR

Bay Area Basket Makers (BABM) was founded as a guild in 1984 by Maxine Kirmeyer and Jude’ Silva to support and further 
interest in basketry as both a craft and art form.  The guild serves as a source of information and a means of communication 
among basket makers, providing inspiration and friendship.  We welcome basket makers of all levels and skill, from amateurs to 
professionals.
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BASKETRY RESOURCES
The Caning Shop, 926 Gilman Street, Berkeley.  Materials, 
classes, books, and more.  (800) 544-3373.  www.caning.com 
Royalwood, Ltd.  Retail and wholesale (on orders over $50) 
online.  Hard copy of catalog for $2.00 www.royalwoodltd.com 
Summer Meadow Basketry.  Good selection of natural 
materials–vine rattan, philodendron sheath, palm inflorescence, 
willow peel, regular and smoked reed, books, patterns, kits.  
(866) 517-2713 www.summermeadow.com 
Basket Class Basket weaving materials, classes, books, videos, 
free patterns.  (515) 285-2789 www.basketclass.com 
The Country Seat – Basket Weaving Supplies, Basketry, Reed 
& Chair Caning Seating. http://www.countryseat.com/
The Basket Makers Catalog. www.basketmakerscatalog.com/
Waxed Polyester Cord for knotters, basket makers, textile 
sculptors, fiber jewelry artists and more available in 75 colors 
http://knotmore.com/.
Maine Thread Company for waxed poly cord, cotton cord, tools, 
and 101 uses.  www.mainethread.comm.

GOURD RESOURCES
The Caning Shop, 926 Gilman Street, Berkeley.  (800) 
544-3373 www.caning.com 
Welburn Gourd Farm, Fallbrook.  High quality, thick-shelled 
gourds.  (877) 420-2613 www.welburngourdfarm.com 
Davis Ranch in Sloughouse. Gourd Festival in September.  
http://www.davisranchproduce.com/
Amish Gourds – http://www.amishgourds.com/ 

BASKETRY CLASSES
The Caning Shop, 926 Gilman Street, Berkeley. (510) 
527-5010, www.caning.com.  Basketmaking Assistance and 
Open Studio Space at the Caning Shop, $40 for 5 hours 
which can be spread over 2 days. Thursdays and Fridays from 
12 to 6 p.m., and Saturdays from 10 to 2 p.m.
Emily Dvorin one-day workshops Saturdays, 10-4 p.m. at her 
studio # 205, ICB Building, 480 Gate Five Road, Sausalito.  
(415) 602-0131 www.emilydvorin.com or register through 
Sausalito Parks & Rec. Dept. (415) 289-4152, or San Anselmo 
Rec. Dept. (415) 258-4669, www.sausalito.recware.com 
Charlie Kennard Basket-Weaving Workshops 
charleskennard@comcast.net.

WEBSITES
BasketMakers – Susie Nuss, Editor www.basketmakers.com
This not-for-profit website is a great resource and a 
comprehensive informational site for basket makers, basket 
artists, vendors of basketmaking materials, and all others 
interested in the art of basket weaving.  It has listings of 
basketry events, basketry by material and technique, basket 
makers’ chat rooms, and a list of Calls for Entry to shows, 
conferences, exhibits, etc., seeking artists to participate.  Search 
by material type, either retail or wholesale (resale number and 
minimum purchase required).
National Basketry Organization (NBO) Quarterly Review with 
membership www.nationalbasketry.org 
Daily Basketry Blog by Carol Eckert – a visual record of works 
by basket & fiber artists from around the world.
http://contemporarybasketry.blogspot.com/.
A Measure of the Earth – a short video worth watching, 
featuring seven American master basket makers.
http://vimeo.com/72948043.

Seed Pods – an inspiration for basket makers.
http://www.pinterest.com/lisav7844/seed-pods/

BABM MEMBERS WEBSITES
Toni Best – www.tonibest.online
Lisé Marie Currie – http://www.lisecurrie.com/
Bob Darchi – www.darchiart.com
Emily Dvorin – www.emilydvorin.com
Stephanie Dwiggins – http://stephaniedwiggins.tripod.com 
Marilyn Erickson – http://marilynericksonart.com
Michele Hament — michelehamentartwork.com
Janet Johnson – https://www.facebook.com/Janet-Weaves
Lynn Kelleher – http://basketsculpture.net
Orna Pascal – www.ornapascal.com
Liza Pike – http://www.lizacpike.com/
Amanda (Mandy) – Salm – www.amandasalm.com
Barbara Shapiro – www.BarbaraShapiro.com
Judé Silva – www.judesilvaartist.com
Linda Tapscott – https://www.ltapscott.com/

BASKETRY GUILDS WEBSITES
Bay Area Basket Makers Website
www.bayareabasketmakers.wordpress.com
Columbia Basin Basketry Guild 
www.basketryguild.org/
Great Basin Basketmakers
www.greatbasinbasketmakers.org
Los Angeles Basketry Guild 
http://labasketryguild.org/
Misti Washington - baskets and gourds
http://baskets-gourds.com
NBO (National Basketry Organization)–great gallery.
http://www.nationalbasketry.org!  NBO Facebook page
Northwest Basket Weavers–Vi Phillips Basketry Guild 
www.nwbasketweavers.org

NBO Website Resources
If you haven’t checked out the NBO website recently, go to 
www.nationalbasketry.org, click the Resources tab and check 
out the section on “Techniques, Materials & More” where you 
will find videos, step-by-step instructions, and updates on a wide 
variety of subjects.
More information on National Basketry Events & Classes are 
also listed in NBO’s Quarterly Review Magazine.

CNCHnet Newsletter www.cnch.org.  Conference of Northern 
California (CNCH) also lists Fiber Arts & Basketry Events on 
their website. www.cnch.org.

For the Willow Enthusiast – Great Videos
http://www.lakeshorewillows.com/about.html
https://vimeo.com/110037653?ref=fb-share

For Love of Kumihimo. Great website and newsletter.  
www.whataknit.com

Hearst Museum Digital Portal. Collection of Indian Baskets. 
https://portal.hearstmuseum.berkeley.edu/.

SOURCES & RESOURCES
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